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Potentate 
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And His Lady

Rhonda 
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Board of Trustees
David Neiman, PP, Chairman
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Master
Brian Schultz
And His Lady
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And His Lady
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Club, Provost, Shutterbugs, 	
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2026  OFFICERS

MONTHLY

6.10.26

STATED 
MEETING

Official Call of the Potentate: Nobility of El Riad

For the Purpose of Old  
and New Business Your  
Attendance is Urgently 

 Requested

WEAR YOUR FEZ —  
DOOR WILL BE TILED

AUGUST

7.1.26

CACTUS
DEADLINE
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David Cover, CFP®, AIF®

Chief Wealth Management

Matt Sowden
Wealth Management

Brad Lupkes, CFP®

Robert Russell
Wealth Management

Private Trust Service

Asset Management

Estate Planning
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	 Attend monthly COS meetings

Matt Johnson, Chaplain
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	 Ceremonials – Arch Degree
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Rob Angerhofer, Circus Chairman
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S
pring and Summer are 
here!! No, wait, sorry frost 
and freeze warnings are 
out. Spring and Summer 
have arrived!! Nope, sorry 

again, frost and freeze warnings 
are again forecast. Finally, 
Summer is in the air!! Wait, where 
did I put my coat. Jeez, would 
someone tell Mother Nature to 
mellow out and make up her mind. 

We had a great El Riad Shrine 
Circus and I want to Thank 
Everyone for all the planning 
and work that went into making 
it successful. We have a Circus 
Committee that is second to none. 
They begin meeting in January and 
start putting in the time that makes 
this Circus successful. These past 
two years, the Committee has 
been led by Rob Angerhofer as 
Circus Chairman and Chad Larson 
as Assistant Circus Chairman. 
These two individuals have 
done an outstanding job in their 
leadership. Rob will be stepping 
down as Chairman as his time is 
up and Chad will move into the 
Chairman role, and I can tell you he 
is ready. Chad will continue to lead 
us to very successful Circuses in 
the future. Eric State has stepped 
up into the Assistant Circus 
Chairman role and will be learning 
from and helping Chad. Thank 
you Rob for your dedication and 
service to El Riad and to the Circus 
over the past couple of years. 
You have been a great leader for 

organization, and I look forward 
to your continuing probably more 
relaxing participation in the Circus 
and with your Units. I also want to 
Thank all of you Nobles and your 
Ladies, families, and all the other 
volunteers that put in the time 
and effort in volunteering for the 
Circus, to make this, our largest 
fundraiser a success. We could 
not do it without all of you and all 
the countless hours you put into 
the Circus. Thank you, Thank you!! 
We still have two Circuses left, one 
in Yankton on June 26 and one 
in Winner on June 27. If you can 
attend those performances and 
help, I know both would appreciate 
it greatly.

Brandon Loyalty Days Parade 
was a great success, and our 
Units were well represented in 
the parade. The Classie Autos, 
Clowns, Directors Staff, Horse 
Corps, Motor Corps, Rickshaws, 
Sprint Cars, Steel Drums, and Big 
Band all participated made El Riad 
proud. It was a great day for a 
parade. Afterwards, our Hillbillie 
Unit hosted an Oasis at Red Rock’s 
Bar and Grill with music provided 
by our very own Back 40 Boys. 
It was very well attended and a 
fun way to spend the afternoon 
and evening. Thanks to all that 
participated in the parade and 
for the fun afterwards. Greatly 
appreciated.

We had our Spring Ceremonial 
on May 9 and it was a great 

Pote’s Article
Be The Change
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success. We initiated 8 new 
Nobles into our amazing fraternity 
and had a fantastic day. Thanks to 
our Membership Team for all their 
work in planning and executing 
the day and making our new 
Nobles and our existing Nobles 
feel welcome and enjoy the day. 
The Ceremonial was dedicated 
to Noble Kent Quail. Kent is a 
member of the Steel Drum Band, 
the Circus Committee and our Unit 
and Club Coordinator at the Shrine. 
At some point, every Noble in the 
Shrine has had contact with Kent 
about something. El Riad would 
not function without the work that 
Kent puts in for all of us. Thank you 
to the Ritualistic Unit for putting 
on the 1st and 3rd sections. It is a 
memorable part of the Ceremonial 
for our new Nobles and no one 
does it better than you. Thank you 
to the Directors Staff for putting on 
a great 2nd Section, nice job by all. 
I especially want to thank my Lady 
Rhonda and the ladies of the Divan 
for hosting the Ladies Brunch. 
The Ladies had a good time and 
enjoyed great camaraderie.

Looking ahead, our All Shrine 
(Potentate’s) Parade will be held on 
June 27 in Pipestone, MN. We held 
it there in 2021 when Illustrious 
Sir Les Kruse was Potentate and it 
was a great parade and the venue 
for the Oasis after the parade at 
the fairgrounds worked extremely 
well. Pipestone was extremely 
excited to hear we were coming 
back and have been very good to 
work with on this endeavor. Chief 
of Staff Ethen Serck and Assistant 
Chief of Staff Chad DeVries have 
been working diligently on this 
and will be getting additional 
information out to all of the Units 
and Nobles regarding staging, step 
off, and the Oasis in the very near 
future.

This Cactus, Be the Change. 
Relationships, friendships. I started 
thinking about this during and after 
Ceremonial. Contemplating our 8 
new Nobles that decided to join us 
in this great fraternity. Wondering 
about where their path will lead 
them on their journey. About the 
friends they will meet that they 
haven’t even contemplated, the 

new relationships they will forge 
with their new fellow Nobles. I 
look at the friends I have made 
within El Riad and most of them 
I would have never met if it 
wasn’t for being a member of this 
fraternity. Many of them are the 
closest friends that I have. So, 
the next time that you walk into 
a Wednesday night Oasis, a Unit 
meeting, a Ceremonial, a Stated 
Meeting, and greet someone 
that you don’t know or just know 
casually, remember, you may be 
greeting a someone that may 
become one of your closest 
friends. Again, remember, Be the 
Change in your own life. Make new 
friends and see where it goes!
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June 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6
Worthington after 
Lodge

Brookings 5:30 p.m.  
@ Cubby’s

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Twin Lakes Shrine Club 
7 p.m.

Rickshaws 6 p.m.

Legion of Honor 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Clowns 6:30 p.m.

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
B&E 6:00 p.m.

BOD 7:00 p.m.

Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Lewis & Clark 6:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Steel Drum 
 Band 6:30 p.m.

Stated Meeting

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m. Dance Club

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Flag Day Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Blast & Cast 7 p.m.

Steel Drum Band 6:30 
p.m.

Quarterly Birthday 
Party

Motor Corps 7 p.m.

Hillbillies - Outhouse 
7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Director’s Staff 7 p.m.

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Father's Day Fife & Drum  

Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Provost 7:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Shutterbugs 7 p.m.

Classie Autos 6:30  p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Corn Palace  
Hillbillies 6:30 p.m.

Watertown Clowns 
6:30 p.m. Supper  
7:30 p.m. Meeting

Yankton Circus Winner Circus

All Shrine Parade - 
Pipestone

Horse Corps 10:00 @ 
Shrine Bldg.

28 29 30
Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.
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EL RIAD SHRINE

July 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Legion of Honor 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Clowns 6:30 p.m.

Happy Fourth of July!

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
B&E (6:00) and BOD 
(7:00)

Worthington after 
Lodge

Brookings 5:30 p.m.  
@ Cubby’s

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Twin Lakes  
Shrine Club 7 p.m.

Rickshaws 6 p.m.

Stated Meeting

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Dance Club

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Summer Bash

Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Lewis & Clark 6:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Motor Corps 7 p.m.

Hillbillies - 
 Outhouse 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Director’s Staff 7 p.m.

Steel Drum 
 Band 6:30 p.m.

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Shrine Family Day Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Blast & Cast 7 p.m.

Classie Autos 6:30  p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Watertown Clowns 
6:30 p.m. Supper  
7:30 p.m. Meeting

Oriental Band 7 p.m. Hot Classic Night

26 27 28 29 30 31
Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Provost 7:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Shutterbugs 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Corn Palace Hillbillies 
6:30 p.m.

Steel Drum 
Band 6:30 p.m.

Horse Corps 10:00 @ 
Shrine Bldg.

S U M M E R  B A S H
Hosted by the Northeastern General Womens  
Auxiliary of the El Riad Shrine in Watertown, SD

When:    July 13 | 3 - 10 p.m.

Where:  � Just 1 More Casino  
 717 S. Broadway, Waterown, SD
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F
or years, the Cactus has 
been an indispensable 
source of news and 
information for the 
Nobility, but the reality 

of rising print and mailing costs 
has put our publication at a 
crossroads. We want to keep 
bringing you the stories and 
updates your love, but we need 
your help.

The Reality of the Numbers
Producing a high-quality physical 
publication is a labor of love, but it 
comes with a significant price tag:
• �Production Costs: It costs 

approximately $3.40 to print and 
mail a single copy of the Cactus.

• �The Funding Gap: While we have 
105 dedicated paid subscribers, 
we currently have a large number 
of unpaid readers. While no fault 
of yours, this is the direct result 
of Tampa direct billing for dues, 
and they are unable to include a 
charge for the Cactus. This “lost 
revenue” totals over $24,000 
annually—funds that are vital to 
our survival.

• �Annual Expenses: Our total yearly 
cost is over $40,000.

How You Can Help
To ensure The Cactus continues 
to land in your mailbox, we are 
asking our readers to transition to 
a paid subscription model. Your 

contribution directly covers the 
$3.40 per-issue cost and helps 
bridge the gap created by unpaid 
distribution.

For less than the price of a 
cup of coffee per month, you can 
ensure our Shrine voice stays loud 
and clear.

To continue receiving your 
Cactus by mail, please send a 
check for $25 to El Riad Shrine 
Cactus. 510 S Phillips Ave. Sioux 
Falls SD 57104 or drop off your 
support in the office. You can also 
pay online at www.elriad.org under 
dues or scan the QR code at the up 
above.

Thanks for your help!

Support the Cactus: 
Help Us Keep Printing

B&W

Butch Andernacht
Tom Anderson
Rob Angerhofer
John  Archer
Mike Archer
Randy Arney
 Dennis Bachman
Tim Bachman
Tony Bachman
Robert Baker 
Tom Batcheller
Joe Bergsmith
Paul Berndt
Kevin Boysen
Everett Brandenburg
Evan  Brink
Charles Brown 
Joshua Brown
Kyle Brunick
Dwayne Burckhard
Jim Burma
Steve Cain

Jerus Campbell
Andrew Christopherson
Logan Denney
Scott Denney
Kieran Denney
Monty Derousseau
Chad DeVries
Norm Dittman
David Driver
Thomas Elliott
James Goering
Cory Gray
Steve Haase
Michael Halvorson
Justyn Hauck
Jerry Hauff
Hugh  Holmes
Jason Holzwarth
Jim Hoy
Kenneth Hurst
Randy Jensen
Reid Jensen

Matt Johnson
Greg Kerska
Dennis Kniffen
Terry Knutson
Kevin Kopsas
 Les Kruse
Jeff Landborg
George Larson
Chad A. Larson
Rodney Larson
Don Laurila
Matt Leedom
Dave  Lewis
George Martin
Paul  Maxwell
Timothy Meirose
Todd Miller
Larry Miller
Ron Moehring
Christopher Morrison
David Mouw
Aaron Neiman

Dave  Neiman
Paul Nestor
Scott Nold
Isaac Norton
Bruce Norton
Bill  O.Connor
Travis Oehler
Christopher Olson
Kyle Orth
Pat Ostermyer
Jay Pifer
Jeff Portice
Bob Pottratz
Kent Quail 
Nylis Renschler
Mike Richard
Maurice Richard
Noah Richard
Mark Richard
Ryan Rollinger
Dave  Rowe
Seth Russell
Tim  Schendel

Dick Schlechter
Todd Schneider
Doug Schneider
Adam Schoenherr
John  Schuety
Brian  Schultz
Lloyd Siemonsma
Todd Stoll
Kevin Storm 
Merlyn Sundvold
Kevin Tomshack
Bill Thompson
Christopher Thompson
Roger Thompson
Kjell Turner
Steve Veenhof
Bruce Wentzel
John  Whitelock
Paul  Woessner
Aaron Zahn

Paid Cactus Supporters
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Augustana University Vikings vs Sioux Falls Cougars
Kirkeby-Over Stadium - Sioux Falls, SD

54th

October 3, 2026
1:00 PM
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TRANSPORTATION FUND
In Memory of Bill Pay:
Dave & Jan Lewis
Mike Howes
Dave Neiman
John Archer
Mike & Jean McPadden
Marv & Debbie Lovro
Paul Lewis
W.L. & Peg Baker
Kent Quail

License Decals:
Todd Stoll

HOSPITAL FUND
Donation:
Merle & Deanna Niemann

Donations & 
Memorials Contributions

Black Camel
Dale Juranek
Sioux Falls
Dec. 25, 1956 – Apr. 13, 2026
Created: Nov. 6, 2010

Donald E. Munson
Yankton
June 13, 1936 – Apr. 24, 2026
Created: Nov. 10, 1973

Allen B. Brown
Dell Rapids
Apr. 8, 1934 – Apr. 30, 2026
Created: July 12, 2005

Kenneth Darwin Gunderson
Sioux Falls
June 2, 1944 – May 6, 2026
Created: May 22, 1976

Dennis L. Kaarup, PP
Sioux Falls
June 24, 1951 – May 14, 2026
Created: Nov. 18, 1995

We are sorry to say that Nobles 
sometimes pass away without our 
acknowledgement. As they are Brothers, 
they are due the recognition of their 
passing. Please assist in notifying the 
Temple when a Noble expires.  

Phone 336-1117 or  
email office@elriad.com.

Cactus Supporters
Thank you for donating to help 
support the Cactus. It makes 
a big difference in the amount 
of space we have available 
for articles, photos and other 
news relating to the Shrine, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
and El Riad in particular.	

Matt Leedom
Pat Ostermyer
Bob Pottratz
Kent Quail
Dave Rowe
Seth Russell
Kevin Tomshack

COCKTAIL HOUR
Every Wednesday

4 – 10 p.m. | El Riad Oasis
Served by your favorite bartenders and open to the public!

El RiadCac   us
VOL. CV  |  No. 1

FEBRUARY 2026

ElRiad.org

El Riad Shrine
SIOUX FALLS SOUTH DAKOTAAncient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
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H
owdy, this is Tycho 
“Bimbo” Clausen, the 
new secretary of the 
clowns. There has 
been a change in 

clown leadership midseason due 
to personal health reasons of our 
Big Clown Gadget. We are wishing 
him well and that he has a speedy 
recovery so he can get back to 
what he loves… being a top notch 
clown. Showt!me takes the helm of 
Big Clown for the rest of the year, 
Lectro will be Little Clown and I will 
serve as your humble secretary.

We just had spring ceremonial 
and had a splendiforous time, we 
had a handful of clowns in make up 
and more out of makeup all there to 
welcome the new nobles. Hopefully  a 
new apprentice is in there somewhere. 
We all had a merry time at the oasis 
sharing a great time with Brothers. As 
a unit we donated $750 towards the 
Potentate’s discretion. A great time as 
always.

Going a bit further into the past, 
at the circus we had a great turn out 
of Joey’s, from the booths to the pit 
and clowning it up. This is our World 
Series and we scored a touchdown! 
Ask any clown what they love about 

the circus, they will probably tell you 
the smiles and then follow it up with 
one zillion pictures that we all cherish 
on our phones. I know all of the kids 
and families enjoy these pictures as 
well. What a great souvenir for a kid! 
Their very own picture with a real life 
clown.

We are in for a great year with 
parade season kicking off, we will 
have a busy summer. With parades in 
Pipestone and Balaton among others. 
We are especially excited for the Potes 
Parade.

I would like to thank the El Riad 
clown unit for trusting and believing 
in me enough to be elected to the 
executive line. My goal is to be an 
excellent secretary and continue on the 
line with my great love of clowning. I 
will not let you down!! I am looking 
forward to the rest of this year and 
encourage anyone who has had any 
interest in clowning to visit us at our 
regular meetings on the first Thursday 
of every month. Don’t worry we don’t 
bite (except Rodeo he might bite). Feel 
free to talk to me or any of my clown 
Brothers about clowning.

The next meeting is June 4, 2026 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. Dinner starts 
at 5:30 p.m.

C L O W N S

A Little Change
Midseason
by Bimbo T. Clown
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M E M B E R S H I P

It Takes 
a Village...
by Bruce Norton T

here is nothing that 
screams El Riad 
fellowship more than 
our annual Circus. 
This year's was no 

exception. Hundreds of El Riad 
Nolbles, their friends, and their 
family members volunteered to put 
on a crazy great Circus this year. 
Can any of you imagine an event 
over a period of days in Sioux 
Falls that is on the entertainment 
scale as our Circus? Sure, we have 
sporting events with attendance 
numbers similar to ours, but 
nothing like the ultimate family 
event everyone loves!

This year's Circus was very 
entertaining and the weekend 
crowds were very good. Everything 
was hitting on all cylinder's with 
hot dog production, cotton candy, 
popcorn, etc. production on a 
high level. Then you have all the 
folks manning the snack areas 
or butchering pop, hot dogs, and 
cotton candy. Count the ticket 
sellers, finance guys, and everyone 
else, and you wind up with a terrific 
result and good community vibes 
by all.

Promoting the Circus was 
upgraded this year to include 
Facebook and Instagram 
advertising by Jeremy Swenson, 
Tony Bachman, and our Cactus 
editor Liz Lambertz. This resulted 
in thousands of views and 
certainly, supported the strong 
attendance numbers we had.

All told, it takes a village to put 
on the high quality Circus like El 
Riad does, That means it involves 
a big group of high quality Nobles 
and friends of El Riad to volunteer. 
This is the level of fellowship other 
Shrine Temples can only aspire 
too. Its hard to be humble when 
you clearly are the best at what 
you do. And our El Riad Fellowship 
is over the top amazing!
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S P R I N T  C A R S

Busy Driving the Streets! by Dan King

H
ope your summer 
is going well. We 
have been busy 
getting our cars out 
on the street for 

the summer parade season. We 
had a successful circus in April, 
and hopefully great parades in 
Brandon, and Luverne. Our annual 
pool party hosted by Mark and 
Denise Richard is always a blast in 

June. The Pote’s parade went well, 
again hopefully, (we write these a 
month in advance so your guess 
is as good as mine!) We meet 
evenings at 6:30, the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of the month at 
our practice field and we’d like all 
interested Nobles to come join us 
to learn more. We’ll put you in a 
car for a spin around the lot, a few 
blocks West of Cliff Ave on 56th 

street. Throw “El Riad Sprint Cars” 
in your interweb thingy search box 
to learn more about this plenty 
cool Unit. You can also reach out 
at sprintcars@elriad.com, or by 
calling the Shrine office at 605-
336-1117. Have a great summer. 
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Date	 Winner	 Sold By
1	 Carol Solomon	 Horse Corps
2	 Steve Kirby	 Fife & Drum
3	 Wesley Husman *	 Steel Drums
4	 Jill Schultz	 Clowns
5	 Janice Wilson	 Clowns
6	 William Clark	 Blast & Cast
7	 Jessica Minish	 Motor Corps
8	 Donna Luden	 Watertown Clowns
9	 Tony Buschkamp	 Lewis & Clark SC
10	 Aubrey Koppang *	 Horse Corps
11	 Nic Wallin	 Horse Corps
12	 Brian Herther	 Shutterbugs
13	 Joel Portice	 Blast & Cast
14	 Brett Cownie	 Blast & Cast
15	 Paul Maxwell **	 Clowns
16	 Mike Daggett	 Blast & Cast
17	 Mary Leedom *	 Director’s Staff
18	 Clara Love	 Horse Corps
19	 Ken Krein	 Horse Corps
20	 Kevin Fry 	 Lewis & Clark SC
21	 John Richardson	 Steel Drums
22	 Doug Kristensen	 Lewis & Clark SC
23	 Jennie Carson	 Motor Corps

Cash Calendar
Winners: May 2026

24	 Roger Braaten *	 Chanters
25	 Jaden Noble	 Horse Corps
26	 Bill Lingemann	 Shutterbugs
27	 Lonnie Ford	 Lewis & Clark SC
28	 Garrett Goeden	 Lewis & Clark SC
29	 Ruth Mehlhaff	 Oriental Band
30	 Brett Wickersham	 Fife & Drum
31	 Jim & Pat Cain	 Steel Drums

		
*$100 Winners **$300 Winner

1157 21st St.
HURON, SD (605)
(605) 352-4038

413 S. Main St.
WINNER, SD

(605) 842-2541

605 Main St.
GREGORY, SD

(605) 835-8711

400 W. Sioux
PIERRE, SD

(605) 224-0439

1201 Broadway
YANKTON, SD

(605) 665-2604

1832 W. Main
RAPID CITY, SD
(605) 343-3610

2291 Colorado Blvd.
SPEARFISH, SD
(605) 642-8604

1801 9th Ave. S.E.
WATERTOWN, SD
(605) 886-2017

2921 West 41st St., SIOUX FALLS, SD • 605-336-3244

BACKHAUS CONSTRUCTION

(605) 728-8999

Concrete, Backhoe, Drain Tiling, 
Repair & Replace Foundations, Snow Removal

backhausconstruction@gmail.com
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Noble Jeff Gamber

C L A S S I E  A U T O S

Hot Classic Nights

T
here’s something 
special about a 
summer night in 
downtown Sioux Falls 
when the rumble of 

classic engines echoes down the 
street, live music fills the air, and 
thousands gather simply to enjoy 
good company, great food, cold 
drinks, and beautiful automobiles. 
What began as a celebration of 
a local milestone has grown into 
one of the city’s signature summer 
traditions: Nyberg’s Ace Hot 
Classics Night.

The story began in 2018 
when Nyberg’s Ace prepared to 
celebrate its 60th Anniversary. 
Wanting to honor both the 
milestone and its iconic downtown 
location, Noble Kevin Nyberg 
approached the Classie Autos 
with an idea that would quickly 
capture the imagination of local 
car enthusiasts. The concept was 
simple: create an event centered 
around classic cars, community, 
music, food, and fun while 
showcasing the energy and spirit 
of downtown Sioux Falls.

It was an instant match.
The Classie Autos eagerly 

joined the effort, bringing with 
them their passion for automobiles 
and their commitment to providing 
cold, refreshing beverages for 
what would soon become one 
of the hottest events of the 
summer. From the beginning, the 
partnership reflected the same 
spirit that still defines Hot Classics 
Night today,  a straightforward, 
welcoming gathering focused on 
enjoying life, friendship, and the 

hobby so many people love.
A committee of legendary local 

car enthusiasts soon formed to 
organize the event. Their mission 
was never complicated. They 
wanted to create a large-scale 
gathering that remained true to 
its roots: classic cars lining the 
streets, great live music, delicious 
food, cold drinks, and a relaxed 
atmosphere where everyone could 
have a good time. That original 
vision continues to guide the event 
nearly a decade later.

Year after year, Nyberg’s Ace 
Hot Classics Night has drawn 
incredible vehicles from across 
the region. Chrome glistens under 
the summer sun while restored 
classics, muscle cars, hot rods, 
customs, and timeless cruisers 
turn heads throughout downtown 
Sioux Falls. Every event brings new 
stories, new memories, and new 
generations of enthusiasts eager 
to share their love of automotive 
history.

The entertainment has 
become just as memorable as 
the cars themselves. Outstanding 
local bands have helped create 
the soundtrack for countless 
summer evenings, from the 
beloved Grassroots to the always 
entertaining El Riad Shrine band 
Last Call. Their performances have 
kept crowds dancing, singing, and 
celebrating long after the engines 
cool down.

And of course, no attendee 
ever leaves thirsty.

For the past eight years, 
the Classie Autos have proudly 
operated the beer tent, helping 

ensure guests stay refreshed 
while supporting the welcoming 
atmosphere that has become 
synonymous with the event. Their 
continued involvement remains 
one of the cornerstones of Hot 
Classics Night’s success, and they 
remain grateful for the opportunity 
to be part of something that 
has become such an important 
community tradition.

What started as a one-time 
anniversary celebration has 
evolved into a staple of the Sioux 
Falls summer calendar, a night 
where generations come together 
to celebrate classic Americana, 
local businesses, music, 
friendship, and community pride.

Now, anticipation is already 
building for the ninth annual 
Nyberg’s Ace Hot Classics Night 
on July 25, 2026. Event organizers 
encourage everyone to check the 
flyer insert in the Cactus for full 
details. Even more exciting, plans 
are already underway for the 
event’s milestone 10th anniversary 
celebration in 2027.

For the organizers, volunteers, 
musicians, car owners, sponsors, 
and attendees who have made the 
event what it is today, one thing 
remains certain: Hot Classics 
Night is more than just a car show. 
It’s a celebration of Sioux Falls 
itself, its people, its history, and 
the timeless joy of a summer night 
downtown surrounded by chrome, 
music, and friends.

By: Bob Pottratz
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All classic vehicles welcome. Parking starting at 2pm.  No registration needed.  
Free public parking for non-show cars at city ramp (11th & 1st Ave).  Bring your own lawn chairs.   

For more information, visit: NybergsAce.com/events or Nyberg’s Ace Facebook page. 

 

Saturday, July 25 ▪ 4pm-10pm 
SHOWCASING  
CLASSIC CARS 

•Live Music  
•Food Trucks & Beverages 
•Vintage Cars & Trucks 

Downtown Nyberg’s Ace, Sioux Falls, SD  
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Loyalty Days Parade
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL1211999

Bill Thompson FSS, Agent
603 W 41st Street
Sioux Falls, SD  57105
Bus: 605-339-2520
bill@billinsuresyou.com 
8:00-5:00 Monday - Friday   
Saturdays and Nights        
By appointment             
Se habla Español
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El Riad Shrine Circus
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Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client  
Services and Retirement Services.

MarshMMA.com
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Mitchell Shrine Circus

3.5” x 2”

Todd P Neuberger
Financial Advisor
.

3614 S Southeastern Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-371-0375

NOW
OPEN

Sioux Falls area premier car
wash offering everything
from an exterior car wash

to full detail options! 
Don't forget to check out 

The Clean Bean and 
The Dog Spa!

550 W 85th St 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

WHERE EVERY DETAIL MATTERS
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Chamberlin Shrine Circus
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Taps Across America
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• Agricultural 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Tom Anderson | (605) 366-6238

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

OFFICES IN BROOKINGS, FLANDREAU,  
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

Mike Archer
Universal Banking Manager

320 S Phillips Ave, Ste. 201 | Sioux Falls

605.800.4673 | mike.archer@firstwestern.bank

SECURITY, INC.
w w w . 3 D S e c . c o m

47185 WILD CLOVER CIR., STE. 200     SIOUX FALLS     SOUTH DAKOTA     57107

JERRY SCHOLL
PRESIDENT

tf.  888-923-5333 
p.  605-543-5159
f.    605-543-5179

c.   605-366-8601
e: jerry@3dsec.com



Spring Ceremonial

Shawn Pugsley 
Sponsor: 

Jeff Gamber

Mike Blundell 
Sponsor: 

Jeremy Swenson

Justin Kolb 
Sponsor: 

Craig Holmen

Christopher Beyer 
Sponsor: 

Todd Schneider

David Justman 
Sponsor: 

Clay Wilhelm

Brian Wilson 
Sponsor: 

Dan Altenburg

Christopher Pedde 
Sponsor: 

Jeremy Swenson

Rick Lehman 
Sponsor: 

Matt Johnson
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by Tom Anderson, PP, President

T
he 250th Birthday of our country means 
many groups are looking for a men’s choir 
to celebrate with patriotic music. If you 
are interested in getting on our schedule, 
reach out to the Chanter you know or call 

Jeff Gould at 605-201-5147 

A Reminder!
We sing every Tuesday at 7 p.m., just look for the 
magnetic sign that says Chanters, next to the Silent 
Messenger statue. Knock and the door shall be 
opened to you! We have many fun events scheduled 
for the summer and would love to have you join us.
	
A Warning and Reminder!
It is June, the month of many weddings. Again , we 
remind our many fans that The Chanters can no 
longer sing at such events. Too many members of 
bridal parties at past events have flirted with unit 
members after hearing us sing causing many sore 
feelings and occasional fights. 

 This attraction (although understood) has caused 
us to make the difficult decision to no longer sing 
at weddings. We ask the disappointed public to 
appreciate our dilemma.

Chanters in the News
Audiologists at the Pentagon are investigating 
disturbing rumors that certain foreign powers are 
using directed sound waves to cause headaches and 
nausea.

Dr. Steven Westergard explained “It appears they 
have taken pleasing sounds and are playing them 
backwards. Sadly they have captured recordings of 
the most pleasing sound known to mankind, the El 
Riad Chanter men’s choir, and are weaponizing it, 
using the same reversed-sound process.”

While there is no current way to stop ACS (Anti-
Chanter Syndrome), the symptoms can be reversed 
using the experimental, yet highly effective El 
Riad Chanter Anti-Aging Hyperbaric Chamber™, an 
enclosed capsule featuring elevated oxygen levels 
and the soothing sounds of the El Riad Chanters.

While the El Riad Chanter Anti-Aging Hyperbaric 
Chamber™, is still in the experimental stages, actor 
Tom Cruise attributes his daily use of the El Riad 
Chanter Anti-Aging Hyperbaric Chamber™ as the key 
to his youthful appearance.

 

C H A N T E R S

Chanters in the Summer! by Jeff Gould

Dave Rowe
Director of Business Development/Culture

 dave@empireconst.com
605-335-7205 605-321-7823

NICE PEOPLE
NICE DEALERSHIP
NICE CADILLACS

©2017 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

CadillacofSiouxFalls.com

CADILLAC OF SIOUX FALLS
LOCATION

101 S. Carolyn Ave

Sioux Falls, SD

57107

SALES

605.336.2580

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm

Sat 8am-6pm

SERVICE

605.336.2580

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

Sat 8am-5pm
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Chad Goldsmith 6-1
Jayden Kettwig 6-1
Stuart Barns 6-2
Kenneth Gunderson 6-2
John Bayer 6-3
John Gunderson 6-3
Thomas Laird 6-3
Arvid Monson 6-3
George Rieken 6-3
Bruce Boegler 6-4
Todd Kuck 6-4
Jeffrey Landborg 6-4
Jordan Lipp 6-4
James Schumacher 6-5
Neil Hlebichuk 6-6
Fred Schilmoeller 6-6
Brandon Manchester 6-7

Milton Mutch 6-7
Jeffrey Sutter 6-7
John Gores 6-8
Brian Schmidt 6-8
David Tronnes 6-8
Donald Webb 6-8
Lloyd Cleveland 6-9
Steven Graff 6-9
Todd Nelson 6-9
Duke Requist 6-9
Scott Simmons 6-9
James Slater 6-9
Robert Eichinger 6-10
John Egan 6-11
Ryan Likness 6-11
Dale Miskimins 6-11
Rodney Scholten 6-11
Ralph Jessen 6-12
Douglas Papendick 6-12

Harold Schramm 6-12
Jeffrey Searles 6-12
Ervin Pribyl 6-13
John Vocker 6-13
Steven Walker 6-13
Terry Adams 6-14
Larry Luetke 6-14
Sid Bostic 6-15
Nicholas Fosheim 6-15
Vernon League 6-15
William Butler 6-16
Steven Haugen 6-16
Kevin Wentzel 6-16
Scott Baker 6-17
Junior Gilson 6-18
James Hansen 6-18
Franklin Murray 6-18
Courtney Anderson 6-19
Dean Wilson 6-19

Keith Coacher 6-20
James Kettwig 6-20
Larry Schweigert 6-20
Chad Christensen 6-21
Don Dunham 6-21
Darrell Griggs 6-21
David Lewis 6-21
Douglas McFarland 6-21
Derek Arment 6-22
Stanley Nelson 6-22
Around Peil 6-22
Paul Richards 6-22
Dale Erickson 6-23
Howard Greer 6-23
James Mose 6-23
Larry Narum 6-23
Larry Olsen 6-23
Louis Bergner 6-24
Guy Gibson 6-24

Dennis Kaarup 6-24
Nathaniel Streich 6-24
Paul Buriak 6-25
Bruce Loewenberg 6-25
Ronald Randall 6-25
David Stverak 6-25
Jay Pifer  6-26
Michael Renken 6-27
Timothy Thies 6-27
Bradley Vostad 6-27
Collin McKenzie 6-28
Jeremy Pratt 6-28
Ronald Smidt 6-28
Cal Wheeler 6-29
Adam Brink 6-30
Richard Gordon 6-30
Roger Risty 6-30
Tom Taylor 6-30
James Voigt 6-30

Happy Birthday! 
June
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Brian Broekemeier 7-1
Shane Fischer 7-1
Donald Laurila 7-1
Douglas Costar 7-2
Jesse Huber 7-2
Jared Jankord 7-2
Scott Rud 7-2
Aaron Barritt 7-3
Jeff Deutscher 7-3
Troy Helleloid 7-3
Bradley Kooiker 7-3
Jamie Miller 7-3
Steven Munro 7-3
Robert Bucknell 7-4
James Collingwood 7-4
Michael Pickett 7-4
David Marty 7-5
Randy Osmond 7-5
Michael Quinlivan 7-5
Jesse Smith 7-5
Quinn Doorn 7-6
Benjamin Brandt 7-7
Ron Brandt 7-7
Roger Coon 7-7
Bruce Duba 7-7
Donald Maxon 7-7
Jared Schroeder 7-7
Richard Johnson 7-8
Douglas Olsen 7-8

Mark Leesch 7-9
Gordon Marquardt 7-9
Boyd McMurchie 7-9
Scott Hoy 7-10
Kelly Mergen 7-10
Brian Schultz 7-10
Kevin Storm 7-10
Daryl Anderson 7-11
Tyler Berg 7-11
Frank Weaver 7-11
Stuart Webster 7-11
Leon Brink 7-12
Troy Stavig 7-12
Jon Tveidt 7-12
Jerome McNary 7-13
David Carroll 7-14
Monty Derousseau 7-14
Dennis Jensen 7-14
John Lust 7-14
Adam Ericsson 7-15
Richard Glanzer 7-15
Kerry Hofer 7-15
Laurence Breslow 7-16
David Cole 7-16
Rodney Harms 7-16
Allan Howard 7-16
Ebenhaezer Venter 
7-16
Clay Wittmeier 7-16
Kevin Lease 7-17
Todd Smith 7-18
Jared Vilhauer 7-19

Travis Breuer 7-20
Kieran Denney 7-20
Jeffrey Dresch 7-20
Jeff Gould 7-20
Robert A. Joyce 7-20
Travis Oehler 7-20
Matthew Arnett 7-21
William Kratochvil 7-21
Kevin Tomshack 7-21
Brian Baker 7-22
Scott Cockerham 7-22
Jess Hamman 7-22
Bryan Richeal 7-22
Lonnie Albers 7-23
A. Donald Gass 7-23
David Wilson 7-23
Sam Nachtigal 7-24
Mark Sundvold 7-24

Robert Ulrich 7-24
Jerus Campbell 7-25
Richard Hoffman 7-26
Richard Holter 7-26
Jason Schlechter 7-26
Bruce Wentzel 7-26
George Beaudette 7-27
John Grieves 7-27
Roland Johnson 7-27
Christopher Larson 7-27
Maurice Richard 7-27
Josh Schuety 7-27
Everett Brandenburg 7-28
Randy Schilling 7-28
Harry Fleming 7-29

Steven Moeller 7-29
Adam Nash 7-29
Thomas Nelson 7-30
David Peterson 7-30
Arnold Appelt 7-31
Joseph Brown 7-31
Mark Ingalls 7-31

July
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O
n Friday, April 
26, Randy Ingalls 
reported bring 
fatigued at the 
evening Circus show 

and left early. At around 12:30 AM 
that night, he woke Lady Becky up 
and headed to the hospital. That 
following Tuesday he had heart 
surgery. As I write, he is recovering 
at Sanford Heart. By the time you 
read this, he hopefully is on the 

mend and returning to life and his 
new boat. I know we've had guys in 
our group suffer from heart issues 
and doing very well now...We sure 
wish the same for Randy! 

April mostly means Circus 
and a great big thank you to all 
the Fife members who worked it. 
We especially thank Dan Nichols 
for handling all the manpower 
scheduling for the various shows. 
Its a big job and a big commitment 
and we sure appreciate all he does 
on behalf of El Riad and the Fife 
and Drum.

Our attention now turns to our 
spring/summer season with our 
first big event being our annual 
Memorial Day appearance at the 
Veterans Cemetery.  Such a great 
and humbling opportunity for our 
group each year to honor our fallen 
veterans. That event is followed 
by another annual appearance at 
Buffalo Days in Luverne, MN the 
first Saturday in June.  Always a 
fun family day which is followed by 
a family feast at the Pizza Ranch.  
Certainly, one of the times the Fifes 
earn their nickname, the "Wife and 
Drum".  Of course, we'll have Spring 

Ceremonial to attend and always 
look forward to all the fellowship 
that ensures with that big event.

Out of all the fun and special 
fellowship our group enjoys, we 
lack in members stepping up 
to help lead our group.  We've 
been without  a slate of offices 
for a year.  And in 2026, only 
our Brigadier, Nathan Streich 
is handling officer duties.  We 
just happen to luck out that Joe 
Greve's, our Exchequer, handles our 
finances.  Not having a Left Tenant 
or Sargent-Major roles filled is 
borderline ridiculous and is totally 
unfair to Nathan.  I urge every 
member that has not served as 
an office of our group to strongly 
consider doing so PLEASE!!  It is 
time consuming at times, but you 
certainly get back more than you 
give.  Our group's history is filled 
with great Officers and its past 
time we fill our officer roles.

Finally, if anyone ever has a 
message or update to share with 
the group, please let me (Bruce 
Norton) know to include in the 
Cactus.

F I F E  &  D RU M  C O R P S

Our Summer is Heating Up! by Bruce Norton

Evan Brink
Wayne Freese
Rod Harms

Jim Hoy
Ken Hurst
Theron Liggons

Jeff Parker
Kevin Tomshack
James Westra

Circus Sponsors
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Date Received: _____________________________ 					     [Office Use Only]
												             
												             Ex: _____________

DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Donation in honor of _____________________________________________________________________________

Memorial in memory of ___________________________________________________________________________

El Riad Hospital Transportation Fund 			   $ ________________ 	  TY: __________
El Riad Hospital Transportation Endowment Fund 		 $ ________________
El Riad Keith Rose Building Fund 				    $ ________________
Shriners Hospitals for Children 				    $ ________________
Unit and Expense Loan Fund 				    $ ________________
Hospital? Twin Cities ___ Chicago ___ Cincinnati ___ 	 $ ________________
$100 Million Dollar Club 					     $ ________________

*Given by: _____________________________________________________________ ACK:_________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________

Phone # ______________________________________________________

*Please acknowledge my gift to: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________

$100

605-336-2640        millerfh.com

Tim Wingen     Tim Bachman     Heath Ness
Matthew Koball     Karl Koball     Annie Mitev
Michaela vanBrandwijk     Whitney Delaney
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EL RIAD SHRINE

GIVE $100 AND FEEL LIKE A MILLION!
Join the Shrine’s

$100 MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
The $100 Million Dollar Club is a way for Shriners and non-Shriners alike to provide a 

gift of hope for a child in need. It’s an excellent opportunity to personally participate in 
the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy” — Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The Shriners operate 22 hospitals in North America dedicated to treating children with 
orthopedic problems and burn injuries. There are 18 orthopedic hospitals, three burn 
hospitals and one Shriners Hospital that provides orthopedic, burn care and spinal cord 
injury care. All care and services provided by Shriners Hospitals are totally without cost 
to the patient or family.

Since the founding of Shriners Hospitals in 1922, about $5.5 billion has been spent to 
provide quality and compassionate medical care to more than 675,000 children with 
orthopedic problems, severe burn injuries or spinal cord injuries. Most of these services 
are paid for by the Shriners Hospitals for Children Endowment Fund.

Without this fund, Shriners Hospitals would not be able to ensure optimum and 
compassionate patient care. In order to meet the needs of thousands of children in 
need of the expert care Shriners Hospitals provide, the endowment fund must continue 
to grow during these times of increasing cost of medical care.

Since approximately 95 percent of the annual Shriners Hospitals for Children 
operating budget will be spent in direct support of the 22 hospitals, your gift to its 
endowment fund is a gift to one of the world’s “purest” philanthropies.

Visit our website: shrinershq.org

Application for membership

$100 Million Dollar Club
p Yes, I (we) want to share in the care of SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN.
p �I have previously made a will leaving a bequest (of $100 or more) to the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children endowment fund.
p ���I have added a provision in my will leaving a bequest (of $100 or more) to the 

Shriners for Children Endowment Fund.
p I prefer to make a cash donation at this time (of $100 or more).

Make your check payable to:

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN

Signed _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Temple Member? ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________________________________________________

State _____________ Zip _________________________

You may give a $100 Million Dollar Club Membership in another person’s name, as a special 
anniversary, birthday or appreciation gift. Please have the membership certificate read:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO EL RIAD SHRINE
P.O. Box 1203 • SIOUX FALLS, SD 57101-1203
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W
elcome to the 
June edition of 
the Steel Drum 
Band Cactus 
article. Once 

again I find myself at the keyboard, 
time having gotten away from 
me, realizing it’s the first of May 
and my submission is due. I know 
that you all stand by your mailbox 
each month eagerly awaiting the 
delivery of your monthly Cactus 
magazine so you can fan through 
the pages to find the SDB article. 
My apologies for missing May’s 
issue. I simply didn’t have enough 
random BS to bore you with. 

In the April issue I noticed that 
only half of my article got printed 
(and yes I did check the next page, 
duh). Apparently ads for Cadillac 
of Sioux Falls and Heritage Funeral 
home took precedence over the 
second half of my article. If you 
were left hanging on the edge of 
your seat for the conclusion let me 
know and I’ll email you a personal 
copy!

In March the SDB was 
well represented at the Circus 
days at Nybergs on 10th and 
Sycamore. Hundreds of hotdogs 
were given out to hungry kiddos 
and their parents, and as usual 
that one strange lady from the 
neighborhood stopped by for a 
couple hours pretending to shop 
while sneaking back up to the table 
to surreptitiously grab a couple 
more hotdogs about five times, 
only leaving when she saw us 
starting to pack up.

In April we loaded up our 
drums and headed across the 
street to play at the annual USD 
Scottish Rite Childrens Clinic 
spring party. The performance 
went well and they were very happy 
to see us as they didn’t even realize 
we were coming. I’ll have to speak 
to our tour director about that.

Also in April the SDB did our 
part at the circus, albeit not in our 
usual sno cone and cotton candy 
booth. The circus management 
decided to take over the snow 
cones this year, leaving us evicted 
from our usual spot on the east 
side. 

We found places to land, 
whether as ushers, cotton candy 
pushers, money runners etc. all 
under the watchful eye of the SDB’s 
own Rob “Chip” Angerhofer as 
Circus Chairman. Great job Chip.

In May 3 we performed at the 
60th annual Loyalty Days Parade 
in Brandon, preceded 
by (and no doubt 
succeeded 
by) BBQ and 
brews at 
Brandon 
Plumbing & 

S T E E L  D R U M

To Scribe or Not to Scribe? That is the Question? by Steve Burtis
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You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  
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lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
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Update your profile information including address, contact 
information, profile picture, concordant body membership, 
spouse information, emergency contact information, military 
service information, communication preferences, and more!

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

Heating hosted by President Keith 
“Dwain” Backer and Rob “Chip” 
Angerhofer. Always good food, 
good friends and a good parade. 
Thanks as always to Dwain and 
Chip. 

On May 14 we went out to 
Garretson for our annual spring 
golf outing and steak feed. This 
was a special one as it will be 
Ron Lukes swan song. Ron has 
been catering our Spring and fall 
golf outings for as long as we’ve 
been having them and his famous 
steaks are the main reason most 
of us even attend! Ron and his 
wife are retiring from the grocery 
business after 45 years and 

we hope you and Lorie enjoy a 
well-deserved, fun and relaxing 
retirement.

Also in May we hosted the 
Wednesday night social on the 
20 and 27. Hopefully some of 
you were there to join us. And as 
always feel free to join us at one 
of our Thursday night meetings 
(except the 1st) to check us out if 
you are looking for a unit to call 
home.
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by John Whitelock P.P., Recorder

T
he meeting was 
opened at 7:00 p.m. 
by Potentate Scott 
Denney. Chaplain Matt 
Johnson gave the 

invocation. Potentate Denney then 
led the Nobles in the Shrine Pledge 
of Allegiance.

The minutes of the Stated 
Meeting held on March 11, 2026 
were, upon proper motion and 
second, approved as printed and 
distributed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer 
Les Kruse gave the financial report 
for March, 2026. 

Upon proper motion and 
second, the Treasurer’s report was 
approved.

On April 6, the Board of 
Directors approved the drafting 
of a resolution authorizing the El 
Riad Board of Trustees to transfer 
$70,000 from the interest income 
of the Patient Transportation 
Endowment to the Patient 
Transportation operating account. 
The purpose of the transfer is to 
fund increased transportation 
costs amid declining donations 
to the transportation operating 
account. Recorder Whitelock 
presented the resolution to the 
nobility and moved to approve it. 
Following a proper second and 
discussion, the motion passed. 

Also on April 6, the Board of 
Directors approved the drafting 
of a resolution authorizing the El 
Riad Board of Trustees to transfer 
$70,000 from the interest income 
of the Membership Endowment 

to the El Riad general operating 
account. The purpose of the 
transfer is to provide operating 
capital to the temple until circus 
revenue is received. Recorder 
Whitelock presented the resolution 
to the nobility and moved to 
approve it. Following a proper 
second and discussion, the motion 
passed. 

Building and Entertainment 
Committee Report: Chief Rabban 
Steve Haase reported on several 
items of discussion or action by 
the Building and Entertainment 
Committee:
• �The new projectors for the dance 

floor have been received and 
installation is pending;

• �16 new credit card machines 
have been received and setup for 
the circus is ongoing;

• �Painting of the oasis handrails, 
the south entry and the smoking 
room is planned;

• �Options for replacing the exterior 
neon with LED are being explored;

• �New signage is being procured 
for prohibition of smoking and 
loaded firearms;

• �A faulty fire alarm sensor was 
replaced, and plumbing under the 
bar was repaired.

• �New baseboard has been 
installed in the front entryway.

Upon proper motion and 
second, the report was approved.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Chief of Staff: Chief of Staff Noble 
Ethan Serck noted the events 
upcoming in the near future, 
including the Spring Ceremonial 

on May 9; Potentate’s Parade on 
June 27 in Pipestone, MN; and 
the Midwest Shrine Association 
summer session on August 12-
15 in Grand Forks, ND. He also 
reminded the nobles to volunteer 
at the circus and to purchase their 
circus coupons. MSA lodging 
information and rates will be 
forthcoming soon, and El Riad has 
been allotted 85 rooms in Grand 
Forks. 

Membership: Membership 
Co-Chairman Noble Serck told the 
nobility that the Spring Ceremonial 
is an abbreviated event and will 
commence on May 9 at 8:00 a.m. 
and be finished near 12:00 noon. 
El Riad is working closely with the 
Masonic lodges to get candidates 
through the degrees prior to our 
ceremonial. Membership Co-
Chairman Noble Jeremy Swenson 
told the nobility that once the Sioux 
Falls circus is completed, more 
membership information will be 
posted on social media. Posting on 
Facebook regarding Circus Days 
was very successful, and many 
attendees reported that they saw 
the Circus Days advertising on 
Facebook.

Circus: Circus Chairman 
Noble Rob Angerhofer told the 
nobility that Circus Days at Ace 
Hardware stores were very 
successful. He thanked the units 
and the nobles that worked the 
event. Hundreds of coupons 
were distributed. New credit card 
machines have been received and 
are being programmed for use in 

Stated Meeting
4.8.26 | El Riad Temple
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the concession stands. Invoices 
have been mailed to our legacy 
corporate sponsors. The wrap-up 
meeting for the circus committee 
will be held on May 18.

 Communications: Chief 
Rabban Steve Haase told the 
nobility that the deadline date for 
the June/July issue of the Cactus 
is May 1, and the deadline for 
the August issue is July 1. Unit/
club photos for the 2027 cash 
calendar are due on May 1. A plea 
was made for more nobles to 
become Cactus subscribers. Only 
99 nobles have paid $25 for an 
annual subscriber membership. 
While the cost of the magazine 
is partially subsidized by the 
annual subscribers and the paid 
advertisers, those receipts only 
cover half of the annual cost of 
publishing and mailing 10 issues. 
Those nobles wanting to become 
a subscriber can call Kent Quail at 
the office for instructions on how 
to join. Chief Rabban Haase noted 
that nobles who would rather 
receive only a digital copy of the 
magazine instead of a hard copy 
by mail can contact Kent Quail to 
be taken off the Cactus mailing 
list. He also advised that the Board 
of Directors is considering several 
methods for reducing the impact 
of the Cactus costs on the temple’s 
operating budget.

Social Media: Committee 
member Noble Jeremy Swenson 
told the nobility that the most 
recent social media focus has 
been on assisting with advertising 
our circus ticket sales. In the past 
30 days, 11 Facebook ads have 
been launched and boosted at a 
cost of $1,176. Those ads received 
over 166,000 views.

Masonic Relations: Masonic 

Liaison Noble James Byers 
informed the nobility of upcoming 
Masonic activities: April 13, Trinity 
200, EA degree; April 22, Mitchell 
Resurgam Lodge, FC degree, April 
22; and May 7, Minnehaha 5, MM 
degree. He discussed the need for 
El Riad and the Masonic lodges to 
communicate and to work together 
to facilitate a two-way street in 
getting candidate approved and 
inducted in a timely manner.

Divan Reports: Assistant 
Rabban Bill Thompson reported 
on the Fife & Drum Unit, Oriental 
Band, Corn Palace Shrine Club and 
the Back 40 Boys. 1st Ceremonial 
Master Brian Schultz reported 
on Family Day on July 19 at 
Spellerberg Park, the Twin Lakes 
Shrine Club, Classie Autos, Legion 
of Honor, Mystic Brewers and 
the Director’s Staff. High Priest & 
Prophet Paul Berndt reported on 
the Clown Unit, Motor Corps and 
the Sprint Cars. 2nd Ceremonial 
Master Aaron Neiman reported on 
the Blast & Cast Unit, Rickshaws 
and the Smokin’ Misfits. Oriental 
Guide John Schuety reported on 
the Chanters, Lewis & Clark Shrine 
Club, Steel Drum Band and the 
Hillbillies.

Trip Report: Assistant Rabban 
Thompson reported on the joint 
Watertown Circus on April 4. This 
event is a cooperative project 
of the Masons and Shriners in 
Watertown and features three 
shows. He reported that our 
Watertown unit works hard to 
make this a successful event. He 
urged Sioux Falls nobles to venture 
north in 2027 to help out with this 
fine event.

Business from the Floor: Ill. 
Sir Jim Slater, PP, told the nobility 
that a CPR class will be held at El 

Riad on April 19 at 9:00 a.m. All 
nobles are invited to attend free of 
charge, and that members of the 
Roadrunners must attend pursuant 
to Imperial bylaws. Noble Brian 
Pulling, Deputy Grand Master, 
Grand Master-Elect, told the 
nobility that he located an El Riad 
fez and fez case, which belonged 
to a noble in Watertown, and which 
was dated 1913. He is gifting it 
back to El Riad for appropriate 
display. Noble Bob Tomshack 
gifted a set of El Riad playing cards 
from 1968. Ill. Sir Tom Anderson, 
PP, told the nobility that nobles 
and their family members are 
invited to sell CDs at the Rock 
the Country concert at the W.H 
Lyons Fairgrounds on June 27. All 
proceeds go to Shriners-Children’s.

There being no further 
business before the body, 
Potentate Denney thanked the 
Provosts for tiling the doors. A 
motion was made and seconded 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m. 
The motion was approved.
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Back 40 Boys
President: Clayton Wilhelm (Holly)
(Meets as called)

BIG BAND
President: John Bayer (Janean)
(Unit Meets for Ceremonials)

BIG BEND SHRINE CLUB
President: Claude Olson
(Meeting dates as called)

BLAST & CAST
President: Steve Abraham (Laurel)
(Meets 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

Blast & Cast North	
President: Ron Moehring (Sheila)
(Meets as called)

BROOKINGS SHRINE CLUB
President: Dallas Olson (Gwen)
(Meets 1st Monday, 5:30 p.m. @ Cubby's)

CHANTERS
President: Jeff Gould (Elizabeth)
(Rehearsal every Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m., Social @ 8:00 p.m.)

CLASSIE AUTOS
President: Bob Pottratz (Mary)
(Meets 4th Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CLOWNS
Big Clown: Matt Leedom
(Meets 1st Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CORN PALACE SHRINE CLUB
President: TBD
(Meets last Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CULINARY UNIT
President: Bill O’Connor (Thomy Jo)
(Meets as called)

DANCE CLUB
President: Chris Karr (Erika)
(Meets as called)

DIRECTOR’S STAFF
President: Joe Bergsmith (Stefanie)
(Meets 3rd Thursday @ 7:00 p.m.)

FIFE & DRUM CORPS
Brigadier: Nathaniel Streich (Mandy Juhnke)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Mondays @ 7:30 p.m.)

GOPHER SHRINE CLUB
President: Michael Simon (Marlene) 	
(Meets as called)

HIGHLANDERS PIPE & DRUM
President: David Wooters (Julie)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Mondays @ 6:00 p.m.)

HILLBILLY OUTHOUSE #1
President: James Hoy (Paula)
(Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

HORSE CORPS
Trail Boss: Ken Krein (Tammy)
(Meets last Saturday @ 10:00 a.m.)

LEGION OF HONOR
Commander: Ron Knott (Diane)
(Meets 1st Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

LEWIS & CLARK SHRINE CLUB
President: Michael Burns (Jonell)
(Meets 2nd Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. Social/Eat; Mtg @ 8:00)

MOTOR CORPS
Commander: Tom Anderson (Jane)
(Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

MYSTIC BREWERS
Brew Master	Russ Olson

ORIENTAL BAND
President: JSteve Veenhof (Jackie Krouse)
(Meets Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.)

PROVOST
Chief: Bill Rise
(Meets 4th Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

RICKSHAWS
Emperor: Eric State (Kayla)
(Meets 1st Tuesday @ 6:00 p.m.)

RITUALISTIC
President: Paul Maxwell
(Meets as called)

ROADRUNNERS
President: Doug Kristensen
(Meets as called)

ROSEBUD SHRINE CLUB
President: Richard Ringstmeyer (Janet)

SHUTTERBUGS
President: Steve Haase (Sandra)
(Meets last Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

PIXELS
President: Shelby DeVries (Chad)
(Meets with Shutterbugs)

SKI CLUB
President: Evan Brink (Jean Saunders)
(Meet as called)

SMOKIN' MISFITS
President: Ron Knott (Diane

SPRINT CARS
President: Todd Schneider (Michelle)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.)

STEEL DRUM BAND
President: Keith Backer
(Meets 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.)

TWIN LAKES SHRINE CLUB
President: Kyle Brunick (Cassaundra)
(Meets 1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

WATERTOWN SHRINE CLOWNS
President: Jeff Gamber (Annette)
(Meets 4th Thursday, dinner @ 6 p.m., meeting @ 6:30 p.m.)

WORTHINGTON SHRINE CLUB
President: Open
(Meets as called)

Unit & Club Officers
2026 Contact Information



CACTUS 45



CACTUS 46

elevatedoutdoorliving.com

BRAD STREICH
(605) 321-0027
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REACH OUT TODAY:
1-800-477-2425
ABBUSINESS.COM

YOUR 
Local 
AND 
Reliable
SOURCE 
FOR ALL 
YYOUR 
BUSINESS 
NEEDS

Parting Shot

The El Riad Shrine Circus was a wonderful experience for all who attended and we could not have done it without all of you!

RE/MAX Professionals, Inc.
606 West 33rd Street

Sioux Falls, SD 57105

George Hahn
Broker Associate/REALTOR®

605.360.6639
hahngeo8@gmail.com

Big Toy Storage 
I-29 Exit 50 Beresford, SD  
RVs  ·  Boats   ·   Personal 

Gated Secure 24 hr Access 
Rent   ·   Pay Online

605.366.2620 

i-29bigtoystorage.com
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*New Customer Bonus Terms and Conditions: The New Customer Bonus program through The First National 
Bank in Sioux Falls (FNBSF) is open to any new consumer customer 18 years of age or older who opens an FNBSF 
consumer checking account (Personal Checking, Student Checking, Rewards Checking, or Bonus 10 Checking). 
This offer is valid from April 1, 2026, to September 30, 2026. New checking accounts are subject to approval 
by FNBSF. FNBSF will credit $350 to the account of the new customer who: 1) opens a new FNBSF consumer 
checking account, 2) keeps the checking account open for a minimum of 60 days in good standing, 3) signs up 
to receive eStatements and disclosures, and 4) makes 12 debit card purchases or completes one or more direct 
deposit(s) or ACH credit(s) of $500 or more into the account within the first 60 days of account opening. This offer 
is for new consumer checking customers only and is available only to the primary owner of the new checking 
account. The primary account owner is the owner whose Taxpayer Identification Number, such as a Social 
Security Number, is assigned to the account and has tax responsibility. The $350 New Customer bonus will be 
credited to the new consumer checking account within 14 business days after the account has been open 60 days 
and the requirements have been met. The New Customer Bonus program is valid for new consumer checking 
accounts only. Customers with an existing FNBSF consumer checking account are not eligible for the program. 
This program may not be combined with any other offer and may be modified or canceled at any time without 
notice. The $350 New Customer bonus will be reported on IRS Form 1099 MISC if you are paid more than $600 in a 
calendar year. Limit one bonus per account and per customer.

Eligible Checking Accounts and Rate Information: The following checking accounts are eligible for the New 
Customer Bonus: Personal Checking; Student Checking; Rewards Checking, and Bonus 10 Checking. There is a 
$100 minimum opening deposit requirement for the checking accounts included in this program. The checking 
accounts are subject to applicable terms, fees, and charges. Fees may reduce earnings. Only the Bonus 10 
Checking Account pays interest after account qualifications are met during a Monthly Qualification Cycle 
(MQC), and if your daily balance is $10,000.00 or less, the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your account 
will be 1.98% with an Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.00%. If your Bonus 10 account qualifications are met 
during an MQC, and if your daily balance is more than $10,000.00, an interest rate of 0.10% will be paid for that 
portion of your daily balance that is greater than $10,000.00. The APY for this tier will range from 2.00% APY* to 
0.29% APY*, depending on the balance in the account. *APY calculations are based on an assumed balance of 
$10,000.01 (2.00% APY) to $100,000.00 (0.29% APY) in your account and an assumed statement cycle of 31 days. 
If your Bonus 10 account qualifications are not met during an MQC, ATM withdrawal fees are not refunded and 
the interest rate earned on the entire daily balance in the account will be 0.01% with an APY of 0.01%. See Truth 
in Saving Disclosure for additional details. APYs are accurate as of April 1, 2026. Rates on variable accounts may 
change after the account is opened.

MAKE THE SWITCH. 
EARN $350.

There are lots of reasons to switch to FNB, and 
now we’re giving you one more! Earn a $350 
bonus* when you open a new consumer checking 
account with us by September 30, 2026.  
Scan the QR code for more details.

100 South Phillips Avenue  |  (605) 335-5200  |  fnbsf.com

ASK US HOW!ASK US HOW!ASK US HOW!

We're Headed ToWe're Headed ToWe're Headed To
ANTWERPANTWERP

T O  H A N D  S E L E C TT O  H A N D  S E L E C T
Y O U R  D I A M O N D !Y O U R  D I A M O N D !

Loose DiamondsLoose Diamonds

PendantsPendants

EarringsEarrings

Colored DiamondsColored Diamonds

Fancy DiamondsFancy Diamonds

605-339-6956605-339-6956605-339-6956

SCAN FOR MORE INFOSCAN FOR MORE INFO

El Riad Shrine
510 South Phillips Avenue
PO Box 1203
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-1203

Please support CACTUS Advertisers!


