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Potentate 
Scott Denney 
And His Lady

Rhonda 
Executive Committee Chairman,  
Pote's Party Committee, Children's 
Christmas Party, Football, Cactus

Board of Trustees
David Neiman, PP, Chairman

Charles Brown, PP
David Lewis, PP

Edward Anstine, PP
Loren Eggebraaten, PP

Chief Rabban
Steve Haase 
And His Lady
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By-Laws, Cactus, Cash 
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Treasurer
Les Kruse 
And His Lady

Gloria 
Executive Divan

Asst. Rabban 
Bill Thompson
And His Lady

Kim 
�Exec. Divan, Circus, Shrine Cup 
Membership, Futures Comm., 
Pote’s Party Comm., Corn 
Palace Shrine Club, Oriental 
Band, Fife & Drum, Ritualistic 
Unit, El Riad By-Laws, Cactus, 
Back 40 Boys, Watertown SC

Oriental Guide 
John Schuety
And His Lady

Bobbi 
�Exec. Divan, Unit & Club 
Seminar Futures Comm., 
Lewis & Clark Shrine Club,  
Chanters, Horse Corps, Ski 
Club, Steel Drum Band, 
Shriner of the Year,  
Rosebud Shrine Club, 
Outhouse #1

High Priest & 
Prophet 
Paul Berndt  
�Exec. Divan, Hospital Comm., 
Futures Comm., Clowns, 
Roadrunners, Dance Club, 
Motor Corps, Sprint Car Unit, 
Gopher Shrine Club, Cactus,  
Sportsman Classic

1st  Ceremonial 
Master
Brian Schultz
And His Lady

Jill
Exec. Divan/NV, Futures 
Comm., Spring Ceremonial, 
Classie Autos, Legion of  
Honor, Directors Staff,  
Culinary Unit, Family Day,  
Big Band/Last Call

Recorder 
John Whitelock
And His Lady

Ralynn  
Executive Divan,  
El Riad By-Laws, 
State Donor Relations

2nd Ceremonial 
Master 
Aaron Neiman
And His Lady

Rachael  
Exec. Divan/NV, Futures 
Comm., Fall Ceremonial, 
Rickshaws, Parker Shrine 		
Club, Provost, Shutterbugs, 	
Worthington Shrine Club, 
Brookings Shrine Club

2026  OFFICERS

MONTHLY

3.11.26

STATED 
MEETING

Official Call of the Potentate: Nobility of El Riad

For the Purpose of Old  
and New Business Your  
Attendance is Urgently 

 Requested

WEAR YOUR FEZ —  
DOOR WILL BE TILED

APRIL

3.1.26

CACTUS
DEADLINE
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EL RIAD SHRINE

Jeremy Swenson, Marshal 
	 Futures Comm., Big Bend Shrine Club, Twin Lakes 	
	 Shrine Club, Highlanders, Blast & Cast Club,  
	 Watertown Clowns, Blast & Cast North

Ken Krein, Captain of the Guard
Matt Leedom, Outer Guard
Ethan Serck, Chief of Staff 
	 MSA, Pote’s Aides, Parades, Asst. Chief of Staff, 		
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Chad DeVries, Assistant Chief of Staff
	 Attend monthly COS meetings

Matt Johnson, Chaplain
	 Fall Ceremonial – Necrology

Joe Bergsmith, Temple Director
	 Ceremonials – Arch Degree

Ethan Serck, Membership Co-Chairman
Jeremy Swenson, Membership Co-Chairman
Rob Angerhofer, Circus Chairman

Chad Larson, Assistant Circus Chairman
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Ryan Simmons, Shrine Cup Co-Chairman
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James Hoy, James Byers
David Murphy, Stop Burns Chairman
Gail Gustafson, Front Office assistant
Kent Quail, Unit/Club Support
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Mark Richard, Cactus Advertising Sales

All articles or comments should be directed to the Editor at 
cactus@elriad.com and advertising matters to the advertising 
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For information concerning Shriners Hospitals for Children, 
call (800) 237-5055.
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W     
ell, it has been 
a busy six or 
so weeks since 
I voted Nay 
to becoming 

Potentate. Unfortunately, Illustrious 
Sir Mark Richard PP informed me 
that I did not have a vote so here I 
am. In all honesty, it has been a fun 
and rewarding time so far. El Riad 
has been very busy this past month 
with all the events going on at the 
Shrine and with members of the 
Divan, Pote's Aides and other select 
committee members attending the 
Midwest Shrine Association Mid-
Winter Meetings.

We started the time by holding 
our annual Divan planning meeting 
and developed what I believe is a 
very good plan in moving El Riad 
forward in 2026. I want to thank 
all the members of the Divan and 
their ladies for all of their input 
in formulating this plan and in 
implementing it going forward. 
By working together, we will 
accomplish our goals for 2026 and 
beyond.

The Mid-Winter Meetings for 
the Midwest Shrine Association 
were hosted by Kem Shrine in 
Grand Forks ND. I would like to 
congratulate Kem Shrine, Potentate 
Geoff Bengtson, MSA President 
Dale Duchscherer PP, Director 
General 2026 Steve Renslow PP, 
and Secretary/Treasurer of MSA 
Don Thomson for a great Winter 
Session. I look forward to attending 
the summer session August 13-15 
and I hope that many of the Units, 

Clubs, and Nobles will attend 
also. Midwest Summer Session is 
always a fun time.

Congratulations to our Fife 
& Drum Unit on a successful 
Valentine's Bash featuring Johnny 
Holms. It is always a great time. 
Congratulations to our Chanters 
on a wonderfully successful Rock 
the Shrine event featuring Pop 
Rocks. Again, it is always a great 
time. Both Johnny Holms and 
Pop Rocks bring back memories 
of my much more youthful days, 
what I can remember of them, 
or as Lady Rhonda says; "What I 
misremember about them." Finally, 
I would like to congratulate the 
Blast and Cast for a fun filled 
evening at their annual Cabin Fever 
event. If you have never attended 
any of these three events, you 
have no idea of the fun you are 
missing. If you attend any of these 
events next year, I guarantee you 
won't miss any of them again. 
Once again thank you to all of 
these Units and their members 
for the work and dedication that 
is put forth to make these events 
successful.

Each month I am going to try to 
touch on a subject that we have set 
for a goal for El Riad for the coming 
year. Sometimes things will be 
repeated mainly because we don't 
have ten separate goals and there 
are ten issues of the Cactus. This 
month my subject is membership. 
Our Membership Chairman, Jeremy 
Swenson and Ethan Serck have 
been working diligently to come up 

with a plan to accomplish this goal, 
but they can't do it alone. It is the 
responsibility of all of us to help 
with this. There are a lot of ways 
we can accomplish this. Invite one 
person per quarter to a Wednesday 
night social.

Sometimes inviting someone 
down even before explaining what 
we are about and allowing them to 
see does a better job of recruiting. 
Seeing or experiencing is believing. 
Share stories with friends, relatives, 
neighbors about your experiences 
at the Shrine if they can't attend, 
make the stories fun and 
entertaining, let them experience 
through your words. Share on 
social media, especially the short 
videos and pictures that our social 
media committee are putting 
together on Facebook, lnstagram, 
Snapchat. If I can figure it out, any 
of us can. Wear Shrine gear when 
you are out and about, be proud to 
be a Shriner and show it. Rhonda 
swears 90% of everything I own 
and wear has the Shrine symbol or 
El Riad on it. There are many other 
ways also. I touched on a very few 
simple ways. All of this will help us 
achieve. I will jump off my soapbox 
now, but please know that our 
future depends on what we do right 
now.

Remember to attend Blue 
Lodge when you can.

Fraternally yours,
Potentate Scott Denney

Pote’s Article
Be The Change
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http://beashrinernow.com
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H
ere’s hoping you are 
all having a great 
2026 so far. The 
Sprint Car Unit held 
our Christmas Party 

in January. Chad DeVries was 
elevated to Past President after 
guiding the Unit successfully in 
2025, (and a whole bunch of 2024 
due to circumstances). Hat’s off 
to you Chad, your dedication is 
very much appreciated by this 
crew. The Unit welcomed Todd 
Schneider as President, Jay 
Pifer Vice President, Dan King 
Secretary/Beer #$%!, and the 
greatest ever Treasurer, (we’d 
be plumb lost without him), 
esteemed Michael Olawsky. In 
February we continued meeting 
to plan our hosting of the March 
Wednesday Social meals. The 
Menu will be published in this 
issue, hope to see you there. The 
El Riad Shrine Motor Corps & 
Sprint Car Cash Raffle is one of 
our largest projects each year. 
Tickets may still be available 

by contacting any Sprint Car 
Member, or reaching out to www.
elriad.org/sprintcars. Only 500 
tickets are sold, First Place takes 
home $10,000 after taxes! Second 
through fifth place win cash prizes 
as well, please see the poster in 
this issue for details. The drawing 
will be held at the Shrine on Friday 
March 20,with other contests, 
prizes, food and drinks, always 
a fun event. You don’t have to 
have a ticket to attend, all are 
welcome. We’d like to invite any 
interested Nobles to learn more 
about the Sprint Cars, we might 
be a great fit for you. We meet 
the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month at the Shrine, during 
the late Fall and Winter months, 
and out at our practice field the 
rest of the year. Reach out to 
any of the officers or members 
for more information, the March 
Wednesday night Social is an 
excellent venue to learn more 
about us. We attend a dozen or 
so parades a season in SE SoDak, 

and nearby Iowa and Minnesota. 
Our synchronized routine is a 
fun alternative to moving slowly 
through a parade for sure. We’re 
hoping to put together a MSA 
competition team again this year 
to add some hardware to the 
overflowing trophy case! If you 
like to work hard and play hard, 
please check us out, next chance. 
As soon as weather allows this 
Spring, we’d love to get you in a 
car to see if this Unit is for you. 
In the spirit and brotherhood of 
this great philanthropy, we wish 
all Nobles and Units a successful 
and rewarding year. 

S P R I N T  C A R S

Gearing Up For The Cash Raffle! by Dan King

March 4 – Sprint Car Unit will be serving Darin's 
cheesy hashbrowns, Arby’s sliced roast beef on 
sesame seed buns, and a dessert for $8. A second 
sandwich is only $3.
 
March 11 – The Daughters of the Nile will be 
serving the meal this week. On the Menu are Meatball 
Subs with a salad and a dessert for $9.
 

March 18 – Back by popular demand, the Sprint Car 
Unit will again be serving Arby’s sliced roast beef on 
sesame seed buns, baked beans, a variety of chips 
and Birthday Cake for $8.
 
March 25 – The new Smokin’ Misfits Unit will 
be serving the meal this week. The Menu includes 
shredded pork butt, smoked beans and slaw for $8 
with a second sandwich only $2.

Wednesday Night Social Upcoming Meals

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elriad.org%2Fsprintcars&data=05%7C02%7Ccactus%40elriad.com%7Ca5f428b120be40d1d33608de5f7e9e7d%7Ce40aa241c77c4b6fa9c68e3eca9f0754%7C0%7C0%7C639053194641087083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z4z3WcH%2BK4FHd5XaGJlsgXIVF5hdocckDJjsfPakFq4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elriad.org%2Fsprintcars&data=05%7C02%7Ccactus%40elriad.com%7Ca5f428b120be40d1d33608de5f7e9e7d%7Ce40aa241c77c4b6fa9c68e3eca9f0754%7C0%7C0%7C639053194641087083%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z4z3WcH%2BK4FHd5XaGJlsgXIVF5hdocckDJjsfPakFq4%3D&reserved=0
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March 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Worthington after 
Lodge

Brookings 5:30 p.m.  
@ Cubby’s

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Twin Lakes Shrine Club 
7 p.m.

Rickshaws 6 p.m.

Legion of Honor 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Clowns 6:30 p.m.

Daughters of the Nile 
Dinner & Auction

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
B&E (6:00) and BOD 
(7:00)

Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Lewis & Clark 6:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Stated Meeting

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Dance Club St. Patty’s Day Bash

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Blast & Cast 7 p.m.

Motor Corps 7 p.m.

Hillbillies -  
Outhouse 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Quarterly Birthday Party

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Director’s Staff 7 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Motor Corps/Sprint 
Car Cash Raffle

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Provost 7:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Shutterbugs 7 p.m.

Classie Autos 6:30  p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Corn Palace Hillbillies 
6:30 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Watertown Clowns 
6:30 p.m. Supper  
7:30 p.m. Meeting

Horse Corps 10:00 @ 
Shrine Bldg.

29 30 31
Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.
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EL RIAD SHRINE

April 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Legion of Honor 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m. 

Clowns 6:30 p.m.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Easter B&E 6:00 p.m. and 

BOD 7:00 p.m.

Worthington after 
Lodge

Brookings 5:30 p.m.  
@ Cubby’s

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Twin Lakes  
Shrine Club 7 p.m.

Rickshaws 6 p.m.

Stated Meeting

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Dance Club

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Lewis & Clark 6:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Motor Corps 7 p.m.

Hillbillies - Outhouse 
7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Director’s Staff 7 p.m.

Steel Drum Band 6:30 
p.m.

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Blast & Cast 7 p.m.

Classie Autos 6:30  p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Steel Drum  
Band 6:30 p.m.

Watertown Clowns 
6:30 p.m. Supper  
7:30 p.m. Meeting

Horse Corps 10:00 @ 
Shrine Bldg.

26 27 28 29 30
Fife & Drum  
Corp 7:30 p.m.

Highlanders Pipe & 
Drum 6 p.m.

Chanters 7–8:00 p.m.

Provost 7:30 p.m.

Sprint Cars 6:30 p.m.

Shutterbugs 7 p.m.

Happy Hour 4 – 10 p.m.

Oriental Band 7 p.m.

Corn Palace Hillbillies 
6:30 p.m.

HAPPY
EASTER

Chamberlain Circus

Mitchell Circus

Sioux Falls Circus

Sioux Falls Circus
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T
he El Riad Chanters continue to grow their 
unit numbers with the addition of several 
young and talented singers, many with 
choir and all-state choir experience.

While it is not necessary to have 
extensive experience (many in our unit got their start 
singing with the radio or in the shower) the additional 
voices have been a great welcome.

Our big fundraiser of the year, Rock the Shrine 
was another huge success, and we are right now 
scheduling our 2026 tour, with patriotic events and 
venues being part of our retinue.

Please join us and see what we’re about! We 
practice Tuesday at 7pm in the El Riad room-

Contact Jeff Gould (605) 201-5147 for information 
or to schedule an event

This month in Chanter History
1948 St Moritz – The Post WWII Chanter World Tour 
made its way to the site of the 1948 Winter Olympics 
in St Moritz, Switzerland.

Robert Uecker (Chanter Bob Uecker’s Grandfather) 
El Riad Chanter Unit Treasurer and amateur inventor 
was able to bring his hobby runner sled (built in Sioux 
Falls for the hills near the stock yards) to try out on 
the slopes of Switzerland.

“Bob’s sled” turned quite a few heads and 
many local sledding enthusiasts copied Uecker’s 
innovations.

In 1952 and subsequent Olympics, Bobsledding 
has been a major Olympic event, with few historians 
aware of its Chanter roots.

C H A N T E R S

Big Start to 2026! by Jeff Gould

M I D - C I T Y  S T O R A G E ,  L L C
1400 S. VanEps  ◆  Sioux Falls, SD 57105  ◆  (605) 334-1050

◆  Climate Controlled
◆  Security Cameras
◆  Residential - Commercial
◆  Units 5’x5’ to 12’x40’
◆  24 Hour Access
JoAnn Streich - OwnerCraig Ross - Manager

Nick, Vince, and Gene
We deliver!

605-336-3276

LakesideLakeside
Sioux Falls

Iseman Homes Sioux Falls

605-336-2640        millerfh.com

Tim Wingen     Tim Bachman     Heath Ness
Matthew Koball     Karl Koball     Annie Mitev
Michaela vanBrandwijk     Whitney Delaney

http://www.isemanhomes.com
http://millerfh.com
http://millerfh.com
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TRANSPORTATION FUND
In Memory of Leo Cwach:
Lewis & Clark Shrine Club

In Memory of Bill Anderson:
Peggy Teslow
Gail Gustafson
John & Ralynn Whitelock
David Lewis
David Neiman
Nathan Headley
Kent Quail
Sandra Thompson
Scott & Barbara Anderson
Franklin Gilbert
John Archer
James & Phyllis Gould
Mark & Darlene Dunn
Sharon Bruggeman
Myron & Bonnie Quissell
Marv & Deborah Lovro

John & Valoy Nordlie
Lloyd & Sue Siemonsma
Triple D Acres
Doug Schneider
Duane & Jean Wehrkamp
Paul & Barbara Halstenson
Donald Cooper & Terry Walter

In Memory of Bob Johnson:
Lloyd & Sue Siemonsma

In Memory of Howard Swier:
Lloyd & Sue Siemonsma

In Memory of Michael McCann:
Doug & Sandy McFarland

Donation:
Anonymous

Donations & 
Memorials Contributions

Black 
Camel
Larry R. Fuller
Clithherall, MN
Dec. 23, 1943 – Jan. 26, 2026
Created: May 17, 1980

William D. “Bill” Anderson
Sioux Falls
Sept. 6, 1931 – Jan. 28, 2026
Created: Nov. 6, 1976

We are sorry to say that Nobles 
sometimes pass away without our 
acknowledgement. As they are Brothers, 
they are due the recognition of their 
passing. Please assist in notifying the 
Temple when a Noble expires.  

Phone 336-1117 or  
email office@elriad.com.

COCKTAIL HOUR
Every Wednesday

4 – 10 p.m. | El Riad Oasis
Served by your favorite bartenders and open to the public!

mailto:office@elriad.com
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1157 21st St.
HURON, SD (605)
(605) 352-4038

413 S. Main St.
WINNER, SD

(605) 842-2541

605 Main St.
GREGORY, SD

(605) 835-8711

400 W. Sioux
PIERRE, SD

(605) 224-0439

1201 Broadway
YANKTON, SD

(605) 665-2604

1832 W. Main
RAPID CITY, SD
(605) 343-3610

2291 Colorado Blvd.
SPEARFISH, SD
(605) 642-8604

1801 9th Ave. S.E.
WATERTOWN, SD
(605) 886-2017

2921 West 41st St., SIOUX FALLS, SD • 605-336-3244

BACKHAUS CONSTRUCTION

(605) 728-8999

Concrete, Backhoe, Drain Tiling, 
Repair & Replace Foundations, Snow Removal

backhausconstruction@gmail.com

Dave Rowe
Director of Business Development/Culture

 dave@empireconst.com
605-335-7205 605-321-7823

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

Update your profile information including address, contact 
information, profile picture, concordant body membership, 
spouse information, emergency contact information, military 
service information, communication preferences, and more!

You will need your Member ID to register. If you 
are not able to find this please contact your 

lodge secretary or the Grand Secretary at 
gs@sdgrandlodge.org. Please include your Full 

Name 

If you are having trouble you can watch the 
How-To videos  

http://www.mwgoldsilver.com
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M O T O R  C O R P S

Welcome to 2026!
by Tom Anderson, P.P. Commander F

irst and foremost; 
thank you all for the 
support and prayers for 
our Brother Uncle Bill 
Anderson who passed 

on January 28, 2026. He will be 
missed!

February brought us to 
Midwinter session up in Grand 
Forks, ND. Planning for MSA and 
MSMCA competitions in August. 
El Riad was well represented at the 
MSMCA meeting. All 3 Motorized 
units were in attendance. Great 
ideas were brought forth and 
discussed, valid points were 
brought to the forefront, especially 
regarding slide trikes. This group 
of contenders have very specific 
parameters not associated with 2 
wheel or 4-wheeled vehicles. Rules 
of engagement in the obstacle 
course need to be addressed. 
Our very own Jerry Hauff 2nd Vice 
President gave a report on MSA. 
He informed the group of where 
and when activities will be taking 
place in Sioux Falls, SD. August 
2028. Looking forward for a great 
summer session in Grand Forks, 

ND in August.
March is when we have 

the Motor Corps/Sprint Car 

Cash raffle! Vice Commander 
Chris (Chilli) Hahn is getting 
everything organized; from prizes, 
coordinating food and working 
with the Sprint Cars so this event 
is spectacular! If you still need 
a ticket, please contact a Motor 
Corps or a Sprint Car member to 
get one. Remember you can’t win 
if you don’t have a ticket! Ills. Sir 
Scott Denney was presented ticket 
#001 at the 1st stated meeting in 
February. Good luck Ills. Sir. Scott.

Back to winter. Now is the time 
to start getting ready for the 2026 
riding season. Spring is closer 
than you think! Road Captain Dave 
Murphy is gearing up for the riding 
season and competition. Our 1st 
quarter dinner ride/outing will be 
in March. Dave’s Lady Jessica is 
gathering emails from the ladies 
so they will be in the know as to 
what is going to happen! As you 
know how good of communicators 
we men are!!

May the road rise up to greet 
you and take you on a fantastic 
journey!  

Remember it’s the journey not 
the destination! 

Wednesday Night Social  
Upcoming Meals
May 6 – Pancake Feed
May 13 – Potato Bar
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Date	 Winner	 Sold By
1	 Tom Kewley	 Chanters
2	 Mark Janke	 Sprint Cars
3	 Colleen Seward	 Horse Corps
4	 Tina Van Riper *	 Shutterbugs
5	 Vicki Uhrig	 Shutterbugs
6	 Kris Sandman	 Clowns
7	 Josh Brown	 Director’s Staff
8	 Andy Holzwarth	 Oriental Band
9	 Tammy Wiese	 Ritualistic
10	 Michael Slama	 Lewis &Clark SC
11	 Jon Kirby *	 Fife & Drum
12	 Jaylyn Moe	 Horse Corps
13	 Jeff Davis	 Horse Corps
14	 Wyatt Bergsmith	 Director’s Staff
15	 Deb Atkins **	 Blast & Cast
16	 Adalyn Kumm	 Lewis & Clark SC
17	 Kirk Otteman	 Lewis & Clark SC
18	 LeaAnne Thompson *	 Horse Corps
19	 Mark Neuharth	 Big Band
20	 Colton Doyle	 Ski Unit
21	 Richard Courtney	 Oriental Band
22	 Sarah Harangody	 Steel Drums
23	 Tony Stern	 Ritualistic
24	 Simon Mummert	 Motor Corps
25	 Gale Nittberg *	 Horse Corps
26	 Tami Link	 Blast & Cast
27	 Rilyn Schilling	 Fife & Drum
28	 Scott Erstad	 Horse Corps
29	 Schoenhard’s Cabinetry	 Chanters
30	 Jeremy Milander	 Lewis & Clark SC
31	 Monte Sangl	 Classie Autos 
		

*$100 Winners **$300 Winner

Cash Calendar
Winners: January 2026

Date	 Winner	 Sold By
1	 LeaAnne Thompson *	 Horse Corps
2	 Angie Shade	 Hillbillies
3	 Justin Haider	 Blast & Cast North
4	 Craig Johnson	 Clowns
5	 Mike Seykora	 Oriental Band
6	 Ron Berg	 Blast & Cast
7	 Dusty Foltz	 Clowns
8	 Gale Nitteberg *	 Horse Corps
9	 Dallas Brusse	 Horse Corps
10	 Justin Foxhoven	 Lewis & Clark SC
11	 Sheryl Farrell	 Steel Drums
12	 Crystal Nelson	 Horse Corps
13	 Paul Bohr	 Horse Corps
14	 Chris Odman	 Horse Corps
15	 Randy Hofer **	 Culinary
16	 Lori Buechler	 Lewis & Clark SC
17	 Jodi Timmerman	 Lewis & Clark SC
18	 Bryan Pippitt	 Lewis & Clark SC
19	 Bonnie Noem	 Horse Corps
20	 Terri Holter	 Horse Corps
21	 Jenna Brodkorb	 Fife & Drum
22	 Karen Westerman *	 Feztival of Trees
23	 Kim Niemann	 Culinary
24	 Lindsay Stern	 Ritualistic
25	 Kenneth Helm	 Shutterbugs
26	 Steve Wheeler	 Blast & Cast
27	 Paul Schelhaas	 Lewis & Clak SC
28	 Tammy Krein	 Horse Corps
			 

*$100 Winners **$300 Winner

Winners: February 2026
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B
oy, as usual this time 
of year, we have no 
shortage of news to 
report and people to 
thank. The nationally 

recognized Fife and Drum embarks 
on the busiest time any Shrine 
unit anywhere deals with. Johnny 
Holm on Valentine’s Day,, hosting 
Wednesday bar, and then our big St 
Patty’s Days Bash! and Shamrock 
Shootout beer pong tourney on 
March 13...Whew!

Some really big thank you’s to 
Mike (Mofo) Fitzgerald for handling 
calendar sales again in 2025. 
A really, really big thank you to 
Cory Gray for single highhandedly 
taking care of reserved table 
sales for Johnny Holm. This is 
no where close to being as easy 
as Cory makes it look, but it is 
The difference in the success of 
this event. Thanks also to Craig 
(Roscoe) Ross for handling ticket 
sales, and our 2026 Brigadier 
Nathan Streich for coordinating 
all the other moving parts of our 

28th Johnny Holm party. Sure look 
forward to reporting on this in the 
next Cactus. 

I’ll also be reporting on 
February Bar with our big 
Valentine’s Dinner hosted by Brad 
and Tami Streich February 11. 
This has been one of the best 
Wednesday bars of the year, many 
times serving over 200 meals! 
Then comes our St Patty’s Day 
Bash! and 15th Annual Shamrock 
Shootout beer pong tourney March 
14th Not to early to sign up (see 
flyer in this Cactus) as we’ll cap 
entry’s at 200 teams. Fun to note 
this is the second biggest beer 
pong tourney in America!

An early thank you to Brad and 
Lady Tami Streich for all their work 
in securing “Backer” donations 
to Shriner’s Healthcare. Over 
the years, they have asked their 
business partners to contribute 
with great success. As I write this, 
they already have secured eight 
Backers, each making a $750 
donation to Shriner’s Healthcare. 

For the nine years we have been 
applying this program, we’ve now 
generated over $60,000 to Shriner’s 
Healthcare...Amazing!!

Also starting something that 
looks to be REALLY fun is our 
first annual Fife Fish Fest at the 
Archer Lodge on February 28th. 
This is another fun Fife family 
event with several ice fishing huts 
of our members being hauled in 
for use. Can’t wait to see how this 
goes.

Finally, I cannot issue a bigger 
thank you to our 2025 Brigadier, 
Mike Archer for all he did on behalf 
of our group. Mike is a rare talent 
and we couldn’t be more grateful 
for his great service. Nathan 
Streich takes over now as our 2026 
Brigadier and already showing 
early signs of greatness. Cannot 
thank Nathan enough for stepping 
up to lead our group this year.

F I F E  &  D RU M  C O R P S

We Have Entered Our Busy Season! by Bruce Norton

mailto:advertise%40elriad.com?subject=
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Noble Jeff Gamber



CACTUS 19



CACTUS 20

PH
OT

O
S B

Y 
DA

RR
EL

L G
RIG

GS

Valentine's Bash



EL RIAD SHRINE

CACTUS 21

Your future is limitless.
Our offerings include Business Insurance,  
Employee Health & Benefits, Private Client  
Services and Retirement Services.

MarshMMA.com
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Pote's Trip

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1211999

Bill Thompson FSS, Agent
603 W 41st Street
Sioux Falls, SD  57105
Bus: 605-339-2520
bill@billinsuresyou.com 
8:00-5:00 Monday - Friday   
Saturdays and Nights        
By appointment             
Se habla Español

L to R, PP Mark Richard; PP Tor Bergstrom, Kem 
Temple; and Noble Sean Lund, El Zagal.  MSA 
was well represented on Pote's Trip.

mailto:bill%40billinsuresyou.com?subject=
http://www.siouxfallschiro.com
http://www.siouxfallschiro.com
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elevatedoutdoorliving.com

BRAD STREICH
(605) 321-0027

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

MEDICAREMEDICARE | HEALTHHEALTH | LIFELIFE | ANNUITIESANNUITIES | LONG TERMLONG TERM CARECARE

605.380.8503
DAN@KINGINSURANCESD.COM

W W W.KINGINSURANCESD.COM

OFFICES IN  BROOK ING S,  FL A NDRE AU, 
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

OFFICES IN BROOKINGS, FLANDREAU,  
SIOUX FALLS, MADISON AND FAULKTON

http://www.kinginsurancesd.com
http://www.grouptravelexperts.net
mailto:tonyb%40cbsiouxfalls.com?subject=


Color

SECURITY, INC.
w w w . 3 D S e c . c o m

47185 WILD CLOVER CIR., STE. 200     SIOUX FALLS     SOUTH DAKOTA     57107

JERRY SCHOLL
PRESIDENT

tf.  888-923-5333 
p.  605-543-5159
f.    605-543-5179

c.   605-366-8601
e: jerry@3dsec.com

RE/MAX Professionals, Inc.
606 West 33rd Street

Sioux Falls, SD 57105

George Hahn
Broker Associate/REALTOR®

605.360.6639
hahngeo8@gmail.com

Mike Archer
Universal Banking Manager

320 S Phillips Ave, Ste. 201 | Sioux Falls

605.800.4673 | mike.archer@firstwestern.bank

The path to a better world begins with

THOSE BRAVE ENOUGH
TO LIGHT THE WAY

Real impact. Lifelong bonds. 
And purpose you can feel. 

In a world that craves meaningful 
and memorable experiences, 

DISCOVER BROTHERHOOD 
FOR A NEW GENERATION.

BeaShrinerNow.com

http://dakotabeverage.com
http://www.3dsec.com
mailto:jerry%403dsec.com?subject=
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Save The Save The DateDate

Proceeds from this event for the benefit of El Riad Shrine. Payments are not deductible as charitable contributions.

Elementary school children can get 
COMPLEMENTARY CIRCUS COUPONS* 

at Nyberg’s Ace, Sioux Empire area Sunshine 
Food Stores or El Riad Shrine.

Visit ElRiad.org/circus for additional information. 

*Coupons must be exchanged for tickets for the 
performance the child wishes to attend. 

Ticket information: ElRiad.org/circus
Online tickets sales begin April 1

1201 North West Avenue

Eight Spectacular Performances

at the Sioux Falls Arena!

Friday, April 24
9:30 a.m.

12:30 & 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25
9:00 a.m. 

2:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
12:30 & 5:00 p.m. 

83rd Annual 

El Riad
83rd Annual 

El Riad
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Proceeds from this event for the benefit of El Riad Shrine. Payments are not deductible as charitable contributions.

Elementary school children can get 
COMPLEMENTARY CIRCUS COUPONS* 

at Nyberg’s Ace, Sioux Empire area Sunshine 
Food Stores or El Riad Shrine.

Visit ElRiad.org/circus for additional information. 

*Coupons must be exchanged for tickets for the 
performance the child wishes to attend. 

Ticket information: ElRiad.org/circus Online tickets sales begin April 1

1201 North West Avenue

Eight Spectacular Performances

at the Sioux Falls Arena!

Friday, April 24
9:30 a.m.

12:30 & 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 25
9:00 a.m. 

2:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 26
12:30 & 5:00 p.m. 

83rd Annual 

El Riad
83rd Annual 

El Riad
Chamberlain, SD – National Guard Armory

Tuesday, April 21, 2026 – 12:30pm & 7:15pm
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 – 12:30pm & 7:15pm 

Sioux Falls, SD – Sioux Falls Arena
Friday, April 24, 2026 – 9:30am 12:30am & 7:00pm
Saturday, April 25, 2026 – 9:00am, 2:00pm, 7:00pm

Sunday, April 26, 2026 – 12:30pm & 5:00pm

Mitchell, SD – The World’s Only Corn Palace
Monday, April 27, 2026 – 7:00pm

Tuesday April 28, 2026 – 10:00am, 4:30pm, 7:15pm
Wednesday April 29, 2026 – 4:30pm & 7:15pm

Yankton, SD – Yankton Area Ice Arena
Friday, June 19, 2026 – 1:00pm & 7:00pm

Winner, SD – Tripp County Fairgrounds
Saturday, June 20, 2026 – 8:00pm

Save The Save The DateDate
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Big Toy Storage 
I-29 Exit 50 Beresford, SD  
RVs  ·  Boats   ·   Personal 

Gated Secure 24 hr Access 
Rent   ·   Pay Online

605.366.2620 

i-29bigtoystorage.com

3.5” x 2”

Todd P Neuberger
Financial Advisor
.

3614 S Southeastern Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-371-0375

NOW
OPEN

Sioux Falls area premier car
wash offering everything
from an exterior car wash

to full detail options! 
Don't forget to check out 

The Clean Bean and 
The Dog Spa!

550 W 85th St 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

WHERE EVERY DETAIL MATTERS

• Agricultural 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Tom Anderson | (605) 366-6238

http://i-29bigtoystorage.com
http://www.edwardjones.com
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David Cover, CFP®, AIF®

Chief Wealth Management

Matt Sowden
Wealth Management

Brad Lupkes, CFP®

Robert Russell
Wealth Management

Private Trust Service

Asset Management

Estate Planning

Corporate & Self-Employed
Retirement Plans

WHAT WE DO

Financial Planning

Private Trust Service

guar aytrust@
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ryan.tysdal@vbclink.com    l    605.376.0127

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
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S
hutterbugs and Pixels 
were out in force at the 
annual meeting and 
Installation in January. 
Photos of the event and 

portraits were taken. Thank you all 
for all you do!

February 20, we worked 
the Jobs Daughters dance. We 
photographed the event and took 

photos of the guest in all their 
fancy dress and outfits. Dads you 
look great too! As always, this 
event is well attended and fun to 
work. 

If you or your Unit have an 
upcoming event and you would 
like a photographer there please 
contact the Shutterbugs/Pixels so 
we can get your event recorded for 

prosperity! And get into the Cactus!
Spring is a busy place at the 

Shrine with Dances, Raffles and 
Parties! Circus is in April and don’t 
forget to get you photos for the 
2027 cash calendar. Due by May 1 
or sooner.

S H U T T E R B U G / P I X E L S

Our Camera's Have Been Busy

by Tom Anderson, PP, President

Venue
AT EL RIAD

The

Make it an 

 EVENT 
                         to remember

Denise Richard
Event & Marketing Coordinator

(605) 299-5957 cell
elriadvenue@gmail.com
310 S. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls, SD

In the heart of downtown Sioux 
Falls The Venue offers a versatile 
and affordable space for your 
special day. Featuring a modern 
bridal suite, large dance floor, 
full bar, allows outside catering 
and much more. 
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Gordon Bourne 3-1
Robert Helming 3-1
Dustin Johnson 3-1
Dale Long 3-1
George Roberts 3-1
Triston Hanson 3-2
Kirk Anderson 3-3
Alan Machmiller 3-3
James Pfeifer 3-3
Ernest Wevik 3-3
Martin Appelhof 3-4
Joshua Brown 3-4
Jerrid Bruyer 3-4
Michael Colby 3-4
William Psychos 3-4
Josh Shepperd 3-4
Lloyd Siemonsma 3-4
William Brandriet 3-5
Robert Brown 3-5
David Denson 3-5
Scott Fokken 3-5
James Gulson 3-5
Roland Pearson 3-5
Joseph Relhak 3-5
Donald Gromer 3-6
Lyle Wagner 3-6
Adam Drey 3-7
Claude Olson 3-7
Mark Peterson 3-8

Cole Robbins 3-8
Troy Wheeler 3-8
Marlin Andernacht 3-9
Stanley Jarovski 3-10
John Dougan 3-11
Darin McDonnel 3-11
Terry Steenholdt 3-11
Ronald Goergen 3-12
Kevin Goff 3-12
Wade Lunders 3-12
JamesNaumann3-12
Earl Albert 3-13
Franklin Bult 3-13
Richard Dougherty 3-13
William Erickson 3-13
Cory Gray 3-13
Aaron Hensley 3-13
Kenneth Hofmeister 3-13
Stephen Schendel 3-13
Donald Jensen 3-15
David Neiman 3-15
Lee Schaffer 3-15
Todd Sorensen 3-15
Jeremy Van Wyhe 3-15
Craig Converse 3-16
Wilmer Ohlendorf 3-16
Patrick Ostermyer 3-16
Leo Baumgart 3-17
Dean Christensen 3-17

Jeffrey Nelson 3-17
Herbert Bose 3-18
Donald Budde 3-18
Robert Ellsworth 3-18
Donald Loudner 3-18
Paul Nester 3-18
Patrick Pringle 3-18
Miles Schumacher 3-18
Joseph Greve 3-19
Steven Knape 3-19
Chad Larson 3-19
Michael Olawsky 3-19
Dean Peterson 3-19
Craig Ross 3-19
Roger Dearduff 3-20
William Schepeler 3-20
Dennis Wasmund 3-20
Matthew Beal 3-21
Nicholas Fiegen 3-21
Steven Hansen 3-21
Alan Aspaas 3-22
Rex Christensen 3-22
Terry Knutson 3-22
Michael Bates 3-23
Terry Greene 3-23
Greg Kerska 3-23
Kenneth Tesch 3-23
Dennis Purvis 3-24
Steven Abraham 3-25

Timothy Cadwell 3-25
Curt Hauff 3-25
Christopher Jensen 3-25
Brian Lindgren 3-25
Donald Roxworthy 3-25
Kenneth Jones 3-26
Larry Rolfs 3-26
Thomas Hurd 3-27
Gregory Van Luvanee 3-27
Robert Brenner 3-28
Russell Hanson 3-28
Jackson Olson 3-28
Timothy Schendel 3-28
Dallas Olson 3-29
Mark Keiser 3-30
Gavin Wigg 3-30
Joseph Alick 3-31
James Fitzgerald 3-31
Skyler Loewenberg 3-31
Marvin Stavig 3-31

Happy Birthday!
March 2026
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Big 
Band 
Dance
SECOND FRIDAY 
OF THE MONTH

Presented by the El Riad Dance Club & Ballroom Dance Club

ElRiad.com 
facebook.com/ElRiadDanceClub
facebook.com/BallroomDanceClubSiouxFalls 

El Riad Shrine
6:45 - 10:30 p.m.
Dance lesson at 6:45 p.m. (free with admission)
Danceable music starts at 7:30
Business casual or dressy attire suggested. 
Costs: $15 per person,  $7 with a student ID
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C L A S S I E  A U T O S

My Dad's Car

R
emember the car 
in the Back To The 
Future movies that 
Biff Tannen owns in 
1955? How about the 

car that Danny Zuko drives in the 
1978 movie GREASE? The cream-
colored car that Mr. Miyagi has in 
the original The Karate Kid movie? 
All are post-WWII Ford Deluxe 
models, with Tannen’s primarily 
a 1946 Super Deluxe model, Mr. 
Miyagi’s is a 1947 Super Deluxe, 
and Zuko’s is a 1948 Deluxe.

What’s significant about those 
cars? They are all my dad’s car, a 
1948 Ford Super Deluxe 2-door 
with 58,000 miles on it. It was the 
pinnacle of Ford’s pre-WWII design, 
as the body style is basically the 
same as the ’41-’42, ’46-’47 model 
years. Ford halted commercial 
production early in World War 
II and dedicated its workforce 
and resources to the war effort, 
thus no 1943-1945 passenger 
vehicles. In fact, the 1942 model 
was only available for 4 months. 
The post-WWII models had several 
cosmetic changes from the earlier 
models but a complete design 
makeover didn’t occur until the 
1949 model year. Ford released 
the first 1949 model in June 1948, 
thus becoming the first major 
automaker to provide an entirely 
redesigned car since the end of 
the war.

The only issue with my dad’s 
car is this: it’s still my dad’s car. 
Dad passed it on to me over 20 
years ago and he’s been gone for 
over a decade now. One could 
technically now call it “my car”, 

but it’s not. As happens with many 
classic cars, they are forever 
linked to their original owners. My 
dad grew up in Pierre, where his 
father was the bulk oil dealer there. 
Dad graduated from high school 
in 1941 and he grew up around 
vehicles. As an adult he acquired 
and tinkered with many old cars 
and trucks and tractors and baling 
equipment and… you get it. He 
restored a number of post-WWII 
cab-over trucks because he said 
they were easier as the overall 
cab had no frills or upgrades to 
deal with. Dad acquired his 1948 
Super Deluxe at an auction in 
Deadwood in the mid 1980’s from 
a North Dakotan who had finished 
a complete restoration to “stock” 
condition. Dad said it reminded 
him of the cars he drove in college 
after the war and the ones he had 
when dating my mom, whom he 
married in 1952. He continued 
to tinker with several cars after 
purchasing the 1948 but as the 
years went by, he sold all other 
cars but this one. This was his 
favorite.

Now, I enjoy the car immensely 
and it has become part of my 
family. Two out of three daughters 
had the car in their weddings, and 
the third would have but the car 
was “in transit” at the time of her 
wedding (she still brings that up 
with me from time to time). I truly 
enjoy owning and displaying and 
driving this car, and every single 
time I get it in, I remember my dad, 
great memories and nostalgia, and 
it opens a car door to the past - my 
past.

So, what is my car, you 
might ask? Think back to Steve 
Bolander’s (Ron Howard) car 
in American Graffiti. It’s a white 
1958 Chevrolet 2-door Bel Air 
Impala, the debut year for the 
Impala. I’m still looking for it. Call 
me. If I don’t answer right away, I 
just might be out taking a drive in 
my dad’s car.
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Date Received: _____________________________ 					     [Office Use Only]
												             
												             Ex: _____________

DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Donation in honor of _____________________________________________________________________________

Memorial in memory of ___________________________________________________________________________

El Riad Hospital Transportation Fund 			   $ ________________ 	  TY: __________
El Riad Hospital Transportation Endowment Fund 		 $ ________________
El Riad Keith Rose Building Fund 				    $ ________________
Shriners Hospitals for Children 				    $ ________________
Unit and Expense Loan Fund 				    $ ________________
Hospital? Twin Cities ___ Chicago ___ Cincinnati ___ 	 $ ________________
$100 Million Dollar Club 					     $ ________________

*Given by: _____________________________________________________________ ACK:_________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________

Phone # ______________________________________________________

*Please acknowledge my gift to: ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________ State _________ Zip _____________

$100

NICE PEOPLE
NICE DEALERSHIP
NICE CADILLACS

©2017 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

CadillacofSiouxFalls.com

CADILLAC OF SIOUX FALLS
LOCATION

101 S. Carolyn Ave

Sioux Falls, SD

57107

SALES

605.336.2580

Mon-Fri 8am-7pm

Sat 8am-6pm

SERVICE

605.336.2580

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

Sat 8am-5pm

http://www.luxuryautomallofsiouxfalls.com
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EL RIAD SHRINE

GIVE $100 AND FEEL LIKE A MILLION!
Join the Shrine’s

$100 MILLION DOLLAR CLUB
The $100 Million Dollar Club is a way for Shriners and non-Shriners alike to provide a 

gift of hope for a child in need. It’s an excellent opportunity to personally participate in 
the “World’s Greatest Philanthropy” — Shriners Hospitals for Children.

The Shriners operate 22 hospitals in North America dedicated to treating children with 
orthopedic problems and burn injuries. There are 18 orthopedic hospitals, three burn 
hospitals and one Shriners Hospital that provides orthopedic, burn care and spinal cord 
injury care. All care and services provided by Shriners Hospitals are totally without cost 
to the patient or family.

Since the founding of Shriners Hospitals in 1922, about $5.5 billion has been spent to 
provide quality and compassionate medical care to more than 675,000 children with 
orthopedic problems, severe burn injuries or spinal cord injuries. Most of these services 
are paid for by the Shriners Hospitals for Children Endowment Fund.

Without this fund, Shriners Hospitals would not be able to ensure optimum and 
compassionate patient care. In order to meet the needs of thousands of children in 
need of the expert care Shriners Hospitals provide, the endowment fund must continue 
to grow during these times of increasing cost of medical care.

Since approximately 95 percent of the annual Shriners Hospitals for Children 
operating budget will be spent in direct support of the 22 hospitals, your gift to its 
endowment fund is a gift to one of the world’s “purest” philanthropies.

Visit our website: shrinershq.org

Application for membership

$100 Million Dollar Club
p Yes, I (we) want to share in the care of SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN.
p �I have previously made a will leaving a bequest (of $100 or more) to the Shriners 

Hospitals for Children endowment fund.
p ���I have added a provision in my will leaving a bequest (of $100 or more) to the 

Shriners for Children Endowment Fund.
p I prefer to make a cash donation at this time (of $100 or more).

Make your check payable to:

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR CHILDREN

Signed _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Temple Member? ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________________________________________________

State _____________ Zip _________________________

You may give a $100 Million Dollar Club Membership in another person’s name, as a special 
anniversary, birthday or appreciation gift. Please have the membership certificate read:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO EL RIAD SHRINE
P.O. Box 1203 • SIOUX FALLS, SD 57101-1203

http://www.rotorooter.com/siouxfallssd
http://shrinershq.org
mailto:advertise%40elriad.com?subject=
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M E M B E R S H I P

We Continue 
to Generate New 
Members !
by Bruce Norton

T
hanks to some nifty 
work by our marketing 
Nobles, our digital 
footprint is growing. We 
are seeing thousand’s 

of views on our Facebook posts 
while also generating interest in 
joining El Riad. In the third week 
in January, seven new member 
requests were received. This is 
very positive and demonstrates 
how effective social media can be. 
It is vital to our future that we have 
a strong social media presence, 
especially with emerging tools like 
AI to take advantage of. Our ask is 
every time you see an El Riad post, 
please share it with a comment 
of your personal experience. This 
is free to do and makes such a 
difference.

Speaking of AI, I asked Grok 
AI to produce and article about El 
Riad’s “Philanthropy, Community 
Engagement, Fellowship” 
emphasis and within seconds, 
it returned the article below. I’ve 
deleted most of the content it 
returned, but otherwise didn’t 
change a thing. The more we can 
take advantage of these advanced 
resources, the better we get! 

Join El Riad Shrine:  
Embrace Fellowship, Philanthropy, 
and Community Impact
In the heart of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, stands a legacy of 
brotherhood and benevolence that 
has endured for over a century. 
Since its founding in 1888, El 
Riad Shrine has been a beacon 
of fellowship, philanthropy, and 
community engagement, inviting 
men of good character to join 
a fraternity that combines fun, 
purpose, and lasting connections. 
Whether you’re seeking meaningful 
relationships, opportunities to 
give back, or ways to get involved 
locally, becoming a Noble at El 
Riad Shrine could be your next 
great adventure.

The Power of Philanthropy:  
Making a Difference for Children. 
At the core of El Riad Shrine’s 
mission is s deep commitment 
to philanthropy, particularly 
through support for Shriners 
Children’s hospitals. Our members 
contribute to life-changing 
helthcare for children, regardless 
of their ability to pay.In the heart of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota... 

Fellowship:  
Fun, Friendship, and Fraternity
What truly sets El Riad Shrine 
apart is the unbreakable spirit 
of fellowship. With over 35 units 
and clubs catering to diverse 
interests—from motorcycling and 
golfing to music and clowning—
there’s something for everyone... 
Fun is our cornerstone, and it binds 
us together, creating memories 
and support systems that last a 
lifetime.
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8.13.26
24th Annual Tournament Information
• Noon shotgun start
• Two person teams
• 18 Holes of two person Scramble 
• Three flights based on score 
• Dinner Banquet to follow
Reserve a spot for your team by 8.1.26
ElRiadShrineCup@gmail.com
Doug (605) 336-3969

2026

PROCEEDS BENEFIT
*Tax Deductible

600 E. 69th St., Sioux Falls SD

8.28.25
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Night on the Nile
Dinner & Auction
Night on the Nile
Dinner & Auction

Ashrama Temple No. 97Ashrama Temple No. 97
Daughters of the NileDaughters of the Nile

Social 5 pm - Dinner 6 pm - Live Auction 7 pmSocial 5 pm - Dinner 6 pm - Live Auction 7 pm

$20 Pasta & Dessert Buffet* with Wine Bar
*Gluten Free option will be provided

Event Tickets can be purchased from any Nile member 
or you can reach the Committee Chairs

ashrama97wm@gmail.com

Must be at least 21 years of age

Saturday, March 7, 2026Saturday, March 7, 2026
El Riad ShrineEl Riad Shrine

510 S. Phillips Sioux Falls, SD510 S. Phillips Sioux Falls, SD

NEW
 LOCATION

Drink tickets
available 

for purchase
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Have you subscribed to the  
Fezcast newsletter?  

Each edition is packed with information and news to share.  
Check the current issue, past issues and subscribe  

at shrinersvillage.com in the media section.

http://shrinersvillage.com
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by John Whitelock P.P., Recorder

T
he meeting was called 
to order by Potentate 
Mark Richard at 1:00 
P.M. at the El Riad 
Shrine Temple.  Poten-

tate Richard called upon Chaplain 
Larry Miller for the invocation. The 
Potentate led the Nobility in the 
Shrine Pledge of Allegiance. The 
Chanters then sang the National 
Anthem.

Potentate Richard introduced 
Right Worshipful Brother Brian 
Pulling, Deputy Grand Master and 
Grand Master-elect, and Most 
Worshipful Brother Aaron Zahn, 
Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Masons of South Dakota.  
RWB Pulling congratulated Poten-
tate Richard and the nobility for a 
successful Shrine year, and encour-
aged the continued cooperation of 
the Shrine and the Grand Lodge in 
growing membership.

The minutes of the December 
10, 2025 meeting were, upon prop-
er motion and second approved as 
printed and distributed.

Potentate Richard then called 
upon Treasurer Ill. Sir Les Kruse 
P.P. for the reading of the financial 
report for the month of December 
2025. Upon proper motion and 
second, the Treasurer’s report was 
approved. 

Potentate Richard then called 
upon Membership Committee 
Co-Chairman Noble Jeremy Sw-
enson for the annual Membership 
report.  For 2025, 35 nobles were 
added via creation (19), affiliation 
(6), restored (9) and associated 

(1).  73 nobles were lost via demit 
(12), Black Camel (18), resigned 
(6), associate members dropped 
(2), and suspended for non-pay-
ment of dues (35).  The total mem-
bership as of December 31, 2025 
was 1177, which reflects a net loss 
of 38 members.  Noble Swenson 
commented on the statistics and 
thanked everyone for their hard 
work this past year.  He encour-
aged the nobility to continue to 
seek out and encourage good men 
to join our fraternity. After proper 
motion and second, the report was 
approved.  A copy of the mem-
bership report is available in the 
Recorder’s office. 

Recorder Ill. Sir John Whitelock 
P.P. informed the nobility of a 
change to Shriners International 
General Order No. 1, series 2025-
2026 by Imperial Potentate Brad 
Koehn.  The change requires any 
temple that employs raffles, bingo 
or gaming in fraternal fundraisers 
to formally obtain a review and 
approval of the fundraiser by the 
temple attorney.  The change is 
effective immediately.  This issue 
will be addressed in depth at the 
temple’s annual Unit & Club Semi-
nar on January 17, 2026.

Recorder Whitelock read to the 
nobility a resolution requesting the 
El Riad Board of Trustees to trans-
fer funds in the amount of $76,000 
from the Patient Transportation 
Endowment on deposit at the First 
National Bank of Sioux Falls, and 
into the temple’s general operating 
account and patient transportation 

operating account.  This amount 
reimburses patient transportation 
disbursements made from the tem-
ple’s general operating account, 
and provides seed money for the 
2026 budget year for the patient 
transportation operating account.  
Recorder Whitelock moved for the 
adoption of the resolution.  Upon a 
proper second and vote, the reso-
lution was approved.  A copy of the 
approved resolution is available in 
the Recorder’s office.

Potentate Richard read the 
Resolution to Shrine Clubs and Uni-
formed Units. Chief Rabban Scott 
Denney moved for the adoption of 
the Resolution. Upon proper sec-
ond and vote the resolution was 
approved.  A copy of the approved 
resolution is available in the Re-
corder’s office.

Potentate Richard read the 
Resolution for the Remission of 
Dues for worthy and distressed no-
bles for 2026, and for payment of 
per capita and hospital portions of 
annual dues for those nobles who 
possess lifetime memberships. 
These funds will be disbursed 
from the Membership Endowment 
Fund, and total $29,495 for 2026. 
Chief Scott Denney moved for the 
adoption of the Resolution. Upon 
proper second and vote the resolu-
tion was approved.  A copy of the 
approved resolution is available in 
the Recorder’s office.

Potentate Richard then re-
viewed the Annual Report for 
2025. Each Noble who entered the 
annual meeting received a copy of 

Annual Meeting
1.10.26 | El Riad Temple
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the report. The Potentate asked if 
there were any corrections. Hear-
ing none, the report Annual Report 
for 2025 was accepted. 

Potentate Richard called upon 
Chief Rabban Denney for the 
second reading of the 2026 budget 
for El Riad Temple. Chief Rabban 
Denney moved for adoption and 
upon proper second and vote, the 
budget for 2026 was approved.  A 
copy of the approved budget is 
available in the Recorder’s Office.

Potentate Richard asked if 
there was any other business from 
the floor. Hearing none, he then 
briefly recessed the Annual Meet-
ing of El Riad Temple to prepare 
for the election of officers for 
2026.

**************

Potentate Richard reconvened 
the Annual Meeting and called for 
the nomination and election of 
officers: four Representatives to 
the Imperial Session; seven Repre-
sentatives to the Midwest Shrine 
Association; and two members 
to the El Riad Board of Trustees. 
Nominations for the various posi-
tions were made by the Noble so 
named. 

For the office of Potentate – 
Scott Denney by Noble Ethan Serck

For the office of Chief Rab-
ban – Steve Haase by Noble Chad 
DeVries

For the office of Assistant 
Rabban – Bill Thompson by Ill. Sir 
Charles Brown P.P.

For the office of High Priest 
& Prophet – Paul Berndt by Ill. Sir 
Rob Joyce P.P. 

For the office of Oriental Guide 
– John Schuety by Ill. Sir Les Kruse 
P.P.

For the Office of Treasurer – Ill. 
Sir Les Kruse P.P. by Ill. Sir Maury 
Richard P.P.

For the office of Recorder – 
Ill. Sir John Whitelock P.P. by Ill. 
James Burma P.P.

In each and every instance of 
the officer nominations above, 
there were no additional nomina-
tions.  By motion duly made and 
seconded, each was elected by 
unanimous acclamation, and the 
Recorder was instructed to cast a 
unanimous ballot for each noble 
elected.

The following four Imperial 
Session representatives were nom-
inated by Noble John Schuety to 
attend the 2026 Imperial Session 
in Tampa, FL on July 12-16, 2026: 
Scott Denney, Steve Haase, Bill 
Thompson and Paul Berndt

The following seven Midwest 
Shrine Association Representa-
tives were nominated by Noble 
Brian Schultz to attend the 2026 
Midwest Shrine Association Winter 
Business Session and Summer 
Session, both to be held in Grand 
Forks, ND: Scott Denney, Steve 
Haase, Bill Thompson, Paul Berndt, 
John Schuety, John Whitelock P.P. 
and Les Kruse, P.P. 

Ill. Sir David Lewis, P.P. nomi-
nated Ill. Sir David Neiman, P.P. and 
Ill. Sir Charles Brown, P.P. for three-
year terms on the El Riad Shrine 
Board of Trustees, with terms to 
expire on January 13, 2029.

In each and every instance 
of the nominations for Imperial 
Session representatives, Midwest 
Shrine Association representa-
tives, and Trustees, there were no 
additional nominations.  By motion 
duly made and seconded, each 
was elected by unanimous ac-
clamation, and the Recorder was 

instructed to cast a unanimous 
ballot for each noble elected.

Potentate Richard made brief 
remarks regarding his year as 
Potentate of El Riad Shrine in 2025, 
and thanked the Divan and all 
nobles and ladies for their support. 
The nobles present responded 
with a standing ovation for Po-
tentate Richard. There being no 
further business to conduct, a mo-
tion was made and seconded to 
adjourn.  The motion passed and 
the annual meeting was adjourned 
at 1:44 p.m.

The public installation of the 
officers of El Riad Shrine for 2026 
commenced at 3:00 p.m. at the 
temple.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Whitelock, P.P., Recorder
El Riad Shriners

. 
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Back 40 Boys
President: Clayton Wilhelm (Holly)
(Meets as called)

BIG BAND
President: John Bayer (Janean)
(Unit Meets for Ceremonials)

BIG BEND SHRINE CLUB
President: Claude Olson
(Meeting dates as called)

BLAST & CAST
President: Steve Abraham (Laurel)
(Meets 3rd Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

Blast & Cast North	
President: Ron Moehring (Sheila)
(Meets as called)

BROOKINGS SHRINE CLUB
President: Dallas Olson (Gwen)
(Meets 1st Monday, 5:30 p.m. @ Cubby's)

CHANTERS
President: Jeff Gould (Elizabeth)
(Rehearsal every Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m., Social @ 8:00 p.m.)

CLASSIE AUTOS
President: Bob Pottratz (Mary)
(Meets 4th Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CLOWNS
Big Clown: Josh Shepperd
(Meets 1st Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CORN PALACE SHRINE CLUB
President: TBD
(Meets last Thursday @ 6:30 p.m.)

CULINARY UNIT
President: Bill O’Connor (Thomy Jo)
(Meets as called)

DANCE CLUB
President: Chris Karr (Erika)
(Meets as called)

DIRECTOR’S STAFF
President: Joe Bergsmith (Stefanie)
(Meets 3rd Thursday @ 7:00 p.m.)

FIFE & DRUM CORPS
Brigadier: Nathaniel Streich (Mandy Juhnke)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Mondays @ 7:30 p.m.)

GOPHER SHRINE CLUB
President: Michael Simon (Marlene) 	
(Meets as called)

HIGHLANDERS PIPE & DRUM
President: David Wooters (Julie)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Mondays @ 6:00 p.m.)

HILLBILLY OUTHOUSE #1
President: James Hoy (Paula)
(Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

HORSE CORPS
Trail Boss: Ken Krein (Tammy)
(Meets last Saturday @ 10:00 a.m.)

LEGION OF HONOR
Commander: Ron Knott (Diane)
(Meets 1st Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

LEWIS & CLARK SHRINE CLUB
President: Michael Burns (Jonell)
(Meets 2nd Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. Social/Eat; Mtg @ 8:00)

MOTOR CORPS
Commander: Tom Anderson (Jane)
(Meets 3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

MYSTIC BREWERS
Brew Master	Russ Olson

ORIENTAL BAND
President: JSteve Veenhof (Jackie Krouse)
(Meets Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.)

PROVOST
Chief: Bill Rise
(Meets 4th Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

RICKSHAWS
Emperor: Eric State (Kayla)
(Meets 1st Tuesday @ 6:00 p.m.)

RITUALISTIC
President: Paul Maxwell
(Meets as called)

ROADRUNNERS
President: Doug Kristensen
(Meets as called)

ROSEBUD SHRINE CLUB
President: Richard Ringstmeyer (Janet)

SHUTTERBUGS
President: Steve Haase (Sandra)
(Meets last Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

PIXELS
President: Shelby DeVries (Chad)
(Meets with Shutterbugs)

SKI CLUB
President: Evan Brink (Jean Saunders)
(Meet as called)

SMOKIN' MISFITS
President: Ron Knott (Diane

SPRINT CARS
President: Todd Schneider (Michelle)
(Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.)

STEEL DRUM BAND
President: Keith Backer
(Meets 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00 p.m.)

TWIN LAKES SHRINE CLUB
President: Kyle Brunick (Cassaundra)
(Meets 1st Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m.)

WATERTOWN SHRINE CLOWNS
President: Jeff Gamber (Annette)
(Meets 4th Thursday, dinner @ 6 p.m., meeting @ 6:30 p.m.)

WORTHINGTON SHRINE CLUB
President: Open
(Meets as called)

Unit & Club Officers
2026 Contact Information
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EL RIAD SHRINE

REACH OUT TODAY:
1-800-477-2425
ABBUSINESS.COM

YOUR 
Local 
AND 
Reliable
SOURCE 
FOR ALL 
YYOUR 
BUSINESS 
NEEDS

Parting Shot

Fit check for Bill Thompson!! It was ON POINT!!

http://www.abbusiness.com
http://beashrinernow.com
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A CONVERSATION 
WITH STEVE SCHEEL
Whether you shop at Scheels for the golf equipment, 
the hunting gear, or the Ferris wheel, you can expect a 
great experience driven by the company’s people-first 
culture.

Former CEO Steve Scheel joined an episode of 
Common Cents on the Prairie™, a local podcast 
by First National Wealth Management, to share the 
history and legacy of his family’s longstanding sporting 
goods business.

Watch “Inside the Scheels Culture ft. Steve Scheel” on 
YouTube, or listen on Apple Podcasts! And if you’d like 
to talk with an expert about your own financial legacy, 
reach out.

100 South Phillips Avenue  |  (605) 335-5180  |  fnbsf.com

WWeeaalltthh

ASK US HOW!ASK US HOW!ASK US HOW!

We're Headed ToWe're Headed ToWe're Headed To
ANTWERPANTWERP

T O  H A N D  S E L E C TT O  H A N D  S E L E C T
Y O U R  D I A M O N D !Y O U R  D I A M O N D !

Loose DiamondsLoose Diamonds

PendantsPendants

EarringsEarrings

Colored DiamondsColored Diamonds

Fancy DiamondsFancy Diamonds

605-339-6956605-339-6956605-339-6956

SCAN FOR MORE INFOSCAN FOR MORE INFO

El Riad Shrine
510 South Phillips Avenue
PO Box 1203
Sioux Falls, SD 57101-1203

Please support CACTUS Advertisers!

http://www.fnbsf.com
http://fainidesigns.com

